
Education Committee
O C T O B E R  N E W S L E T T E R

F I R S T  C H R I S T I A N  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H

We will equip all of the members 
of First CRC to study God’s Word 
and live lives of Christian service 

in all areas of life.

Adult Ed

By the sound of all the young voices in the Fireside room on Sept. 10, everyone 
seemed excited about the beginning of the new Church Ed year.

Dea visited with us and explained the need for a variety of animals for his community back home. The 
animal that brought the most discussion (and oohs and yuks) was the grasscutter, which resembles a 
large rat. These animals are considered a tasty fare, much to the chagrin of those of us listening.

It is the hope of our children to raise money to allow Dea to purchase animals such as a rabbit for $10, a 
dog for $10, a chicken for $20, a sheep for $50, and the infamous grasscutter for $60!! This brings a total 
of $150 for all 5. On an average Sunday, we can collect approximately $25. So by the end of the church 
ed year, we should be able to raise enough money to purchase 20 animals for Dea’s community. I also 
heard from a reliable source that someone in our congregation will match whatever the kids collect. 
How awesome is that!! 

As we begin this year, we are thankful for our willing teachers and music leaders and pianists. But we 
are in need of a few more subs for all age levels. If this is something you are interested in, please let 
Darla (722-4180) or Anita (722-3185) know. As always, we covet your prayers!!

Church Ed

We began our season on Wed. Sept. 20, but if 
you would still like to join us it's not too late.  

Please contact Bonnie De Stigter for questions or lesson material 
at 722-2504. We are studying “Soul Poison - Exposing 7 Deadly 
Sins” through the Discover Life Series for the first half of the year 
led by Rachel Raih.

We meet every other Wednesday, usually in the Council Room 
with fellowship beginning at 1:00 and the lesson at 1:30. Child care 
is available upon request in advance. Our calendar can be found 
on the back of the bulletin each week. We would love to have more 
women join us for fellowship and food as we study God’s Word.

Joy Society

Men’s Life is intended for men of 
all ages. The program is designed 

for smaller groups that meet for Bible study and prayer. It is also 
an effective way for men to mentor each other and support each 
other in their personal lives. We use Bible study material 
developed by CRC Publications. Currently we have five groups 
that meet for two eight week sessions. Regular meeting dates are 
October-November and February-March.

Opportunity is given at the start of each session for men to sign 
up. Early morning groups meet on Tuesday and Wednesday, one 
group meets at noon on Wednesday, and two groups meet on 
Thursday evening. This program is a great way to be involved in 
regular Bible study and develop close friendships with other men 
in our church. Will Maas is the coordinator and welcomes your 
questions or suggestions.

Men’s Life Bible Study

Please contact Stacy Koele @ 722-1935 or any 
education committee member if you would 

like to be a part of this mentoring program. We still need 6 
shepherds for this year’s 7th grade class.

Shepherding

The Gems club is currently selling cards, napkins and 
other various items as their fundraiser this year. If you 

have not been contacted and would like to help support them, 
please contact any member of Gems or their leaders or call 
Lorraine Kruse at 722-1509.

The Calvinist Cadet program is for boys in the 4th to 
8th grades. They meet from late September thru 

April on Wednesday evenings in the Cadet Room at church.  
They have a Bible lesson each time taken from the Cadet 
Magazine called “The Quest.” The boys work on different projects 
- some to earn badges and some just for fun. They have many 
activities during the year. The boys build model rockets and then 
shoot them up in the spring. They also have a father-son project 
of building pinewood derby cars with the race taking place in late 
March. Every summer the boys and their families can go to a 
Sioux City Explorers baseball game.

The club belongs to the Three Rivers Council which is Christian 
Reformed and some Reformed churches from the area. The boys 
can also take part in many activites that are sponsored by Three 
Rivers. They have a Parents-Son banquet in late January, a sled 
derby competition in the winter and a three day campout that 
takes place in July. Every third year the Calvinist Cadet Corps has 
an International Camporee that takes place in various locations 
in the United States or Canada. The boys then have an 
opportunity to spend a week camping with other Cadets and 
Counselors from all over North America.    

The club is currently selling submarine sandwiches as a 
fundraiser for the group. If you have not been contacted and 
would like to buy some, please contact any Cadet or call Denny 
De Kruyf at 722-4141.

Cadets

Gems




