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F I R S T  C H R I S T I A N  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H  

V O L U M E  5 ,  I S S U E  2             F E B U R A R Y  2 0 1 0   

FRIENDS IN FAITH 

February 12 

6:30 pm at church 

A Church Game Night will be hosted 

by the Fellowship & Member Care 

Committee on Tuesday, February 9, 

2010 at 6:15 P.M. in the Fellowship 

Hall of our church.  Table service and 

drink will be provided by the Commit-

tee; We Encourage everyone to come 

for an evening of Fellowship, Good 

Food and Fun to share after the 

meal!    A sign-up sheet will be avail-

able at the Information Desk in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Thank-you, The Fel-

lowship & Member Care Committee!!  

 

From time to time the Worship Committee is 

asked why we do what we do in worship—and 

why we don’t do some things.  For instance, 

why, in the call to worship, are the screens 

turned off before God’s greeting?  The reason 

is that we believe God’s greeting comes to us 

through the pastor’s voice and upraised 

hands.  Thus at the time of God’s greeting, we 

believe that our attention should be directed 

not toward the screens, but toward the pas-

tor.  It is for the same reason that we do not put 

the words of the benediction on the screens. 

A Worship Note 

Game Night 

 

Pinewood Derby 

March 24 

First CRC 
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Thanks to the deacons for the lovely fruit basket.   

Henrietta Den Besten 

Season's Greetings from Bangladesh! 

Thank you so much for your faithful support and prayer for 

us and for the growth of the church here.  The work con-

tinues!  Gold bless you all as you celebrate the birth of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Faith, Troy and Yazzie Bierma 

Thank you to our "church family" for remembering us on 

the occasion of our 50th wedding anniversary.  Your kind-

ness and thoughtfulness are very much appreciated.  To 

God be the glory for He has truly blessed us. 

Bill and Jo Vander Werf 

First CRC Deacons, Thank you so much for the basket of 

fruit.  Your thoughtfulness is appreciated. 

Bill and Jo Vander Werf 

We would like to thank all those who visited Mom at 

Royale Meadows, delivered the bulletin and gave her spe-

cial goodies throughout her stay there.  Also, many thanks 

for the out pouring of cards, prayers, and gifts of food 

given to the family during this difficult time.  A special 

thank you to the Care Group members and pastoral work-

ers who provided the delicious meal for the family before 

the visitation.   The plant you gave us is beautiful 

too.  Your kindnesses will long be remembered.  

The Henrietta Bierma Family 

Thank you to everyone who remembered us following the 

passing of Ted's mother.  Thank you for all the prayers, 

cards and food from our church family.  It was all appreci-

ated. 

Ted and Rachel Hengeveld and family 

Thank You 

A big thank you for all the prayers, visits, gifts, and plants 

for Christmas and throughout the year.  Thank you to the 

Deacons and Elders who visit and for the fruit basket.  I 

very much appreciate my "Secret Pals" from the GEMS.  

The loving concern shown by Pastor Mark, Pastor Klom-

pien, and others from my church family make my days 

brighter.  Thank you. 

Henrietta Olsen 

The Kooima family would like to thank the congregation of 

First Christian Reformed Church for its wonderful demon-

stration of care and compassion after Vonda's mother, 

Henrietta Hoogland, was called to her eternal home.  The 

many cards, meals, and expressions of sympathy have all 

been much-appreciated gestures of love. 

Paul and Vonda Kooima and family 

In October, the ladies at First CRC had a Wedding Shower 

for Ryan and I. I just want to say how much we appreciated 

everything. We were overwhelmed by your generosity. The 

breakfast was wonderful, and we are enjoying the gifts! It 

was also great to meet many of the ladies at First CRC. 

Thanks again!!  

 

Ryan and Liz De Groot 

Thank you for all the cards, phone calls and expressions of 

sympathy following the death of Muriel's brother.  They 

were all very much appreciated. 

Pete and Muriel Visser 

Dear First CRC Family, Thank you so much for all your ex-

pressions of sympathy and your kindness shown to our 

family on the death of our father. The lunches provided for 

us on Sunday and Monday allowed us to be together as a 

family - we all appreciated it so much.  We say a special 

thank you to those who prepared and served the food.  Also 

a special thank you to Rev. Klompien who faithfully minis-

tered to Dad during the past few years and especially in the 

final weeks of his life.   

The Marvin De Young family    
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In Loving Memory  

Henrietta Bierma 

10/16/1917 -  Friday, 

January 15, 2010 

Henrietta Bierma was 

born October 16, 1917, 

in Edgerton, MN. She 

was the daughter of 

Henry and Jennie 

(Bliek) DeGroot. At the 

age of 14 she moved 

with her family to Sioux Center. She graduated 

from Sioux Center high school in 1936. She 

married George Bierma, August 15, 1940 in 

Sioux Center. Her gift was hospitality and her 

kitchen was her mission. She was a beloved 

wife and mother and was loved by many. 

 

Henrietta was an active member of the First 

Christian Reformed Church, a member of the 

Golden Hour ladies aid, the Christian School 

Guild, a Christian school tutor, and she made 

pig-in-the-blankets for Christian education for 

many years. Taking pictures was her favorite 

pastime and she enjoyed reminiscing through 

them. She was a devout Christian woman and a 

prayer warrior for her children, grandchildren 

and great grand-children.  

 

Survivors include her eight children and their 

spouses Lloyd and Dianne of Sioux Center, 

Merle and Marge of Montrose, CO, Millie and 

Harvey Bos of Colorado Springs, Co, Gretta and 

Bob Siebersma of Gallup, NM, Carol and Verlyn 

Schaap of Sioux City, IA, Rosanne and Jack 

Van Marion of Bloomington, MN, George and 

Mary of Sioux Center, IA, Mari and Jarvis De-

Berg of Sioux Falls; one sister, Wilma Baker of 

Sioux Center, IA; 30 grandchildren and 21 great

-grandchildren. 

 

She was preceded in death by her husband, 

George Bierma; parents; two sisters: Johanna 

Vander Linden and Cornelia Brandes; one 

brother, Adrian DeGroot, and a daughter-in-law, 

Bev Bierma.  

In Loving Memory  

Nellie Hengeveld 

9/4/1916 -  Saturday, January 16, 2010  

Nellie (De Jong) Hengeveld was born 

September 4, 1916 in Perkins, Iowa to 

Ike and Grace (De Zeeuw) De Jong. She 

was raised in Orange City, Iowa where 

she attended the Orange City Christian 

School through the eighth grade. As a 

young woman, Nellie worked at Kalsbeek 

Grocery in Orange City and as a house-

keeper. 

 

Nellie was united in marriage to Theodore G. Hengeveld at a ser-

vice in her parent’s home. Ted preceded her in death on May 10, 

2003. Following their marriage Nellie and Ted settled at Carnes, 

Iowa where they operated Ted’s Standard Service on US Highway 

60. Nellie also bused special needs students each day to Sioux 

Center Public Schools; a position she lovingly held for 27 years. 

 

She was a member of the First Christian Reformed Church of Or-

ange City while living at Carnes; she was active with Monica Soci-

ety and other church societies. Upon their retirement she and Ted 

moved to Sioux Center where they became members of the First 

Christian Reformed Church of Sioux Center. 

 

Some of the things Nellie most enjoyed throughout her life were 

singing in quartets, quilting, cooking, sewing and spending time at 

their cabin on Silver Lake with her children and grandchildren. 

 

Surviving are her three children and their spouses: Garneth and 

Ron Lighthiser, Helene and Marv Rietema and Ted and Rachel 

Hengeveld all of Sioux Center along with her 9 grandchildren and 7 

great grandchildren. Nellie is also survived by a sister and brother-

in-law, Irene and Henry Smeenk of Grandville, MI; sister-in-law, 

Retta De Jong of Orange City; brother-in-law, Bill Hengeveld of 

Sheldon; two sisters-in-law: Minne De Hoogh of Sheldon and 

Marge Hengeveld of Hartley and numerous nieces and nephews. 

 

In addition to her husband, Nellie was preceded in death by an in-

fant son, Theodore; her parents; siblings: Henrietta and Jake Man-

tel, Elsie and Tim Bruxvoort, Jeanette and Pete Bylsma, Gertrude 

De Jong, Tom and Tina De Jong, Gilbert De Jong; her father-in-law 

and mother-in-law, Henry and Alyda Hengeveld; and her Hengeveld 

in-laws: Henry Hengeveld, Jr., John and Gertrude Hengeveld, Dora 

and Otto Postma, Lyda and Clarence Victoria, Joe Hengeveld, 

Jerry De Hoogh and Katherine Hengeveld. 

In Loving Memory 
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Our church will be holding the Seventeenth Annual Siouxland Marriage Readiness Seminar in February.  Sessions will 
be held four consecutive Sunday afternoons beginning February 7, 2010 (2:00-3:30pm).  The seminar is designed for all 
couples anticipating marriage.  The topics and presenters are as follows: 

  February 7             Mr. Deon Wynia on ―Commitment‖ 

February 14           Dr. & Mrs. Richard Jongewaard on ―Intimacy‖ 

February 21           Reps from the Center of Financial Education on ―Budgeting & Stewardship‖ 

February 28           Mr. Charles Veenstra on ―Communication‖                 

The purpose of the seminar is to facilitate the readiness of those who anticipate the responsibility and the joy of Chris-

tian marriage.  All area couples are invited and encouraged to enroll.  The cost is $6.00 per couple per session or 

$20.00 per couple for all four sessions.  Registration brochures are available at the Information Center or in the church 

office.  

Marriages: 

1. Lane & Lula Kooi 

2. Jon & Kelsey Schmidt 

3. Tim & Kim Naiman 

4. Ryan & Elizabeth De Groot 

5. Chris & Steph Dieleman 

6. Timothy & Christina Kobes 

 

Births: 

1. Colton Mouw 

2. Hailey Koelewyn 

3. Kira Ochsner 

4. Brenna Van Roekel 

5. Avery Feenstra 

6. Kaden Klein 

 

 

Deaths: 

1. Emlyn De Stigter 

2. Gilmer Nyhof 

3. August Kuipers 

4. Emma Vanden Berg 

5. Ed Rozeboom 

6. Thea Mouw 

7. Marvin De Young 

 

Transfers in: 

1. Dustin Vanden Hull 

2. Ivan & Alice Groothuis 

3. Dave & Cresta Zwart and family 

4. Tracy Eekhoff 

5. Tim Naiman 

6. Jason & Tami Koelewyn and family 

7. Emily Huston 

8. Jason Vande Griend 

 

 

Transfers Out: 

1. David Haan 

2. Becky Brandes 

3. John & Louise Hulst 

4. Kris Klein 

5. Noah Fedders 

6. Henry & Lisa Duitman 

7. Josh Van Schouwen 

8. Jeanne Hoff 

 

 

Professions of Faith: 

1. Stephanie Reichert 

2009 Membership Updates 
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kids page 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday Saturday 

31 

8:30 am Choir 

9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Church 

Education 

6:00 pm Worship  

1 FEBRUARY 

 

 

 

POP CAN DROP 

OFF WEEK 

2 

Moms in Touch 

10am - College, 

11 am - Unity 

Ruth Circle 

Education  

Committee 

3 

Gleaners 

9th Grade Catechism 

YPS Connextions 

4 

Friendship Bible 

Class 

5 

SCCS Mom's 

In Touch 2 pm 

6 

7 

8:30 am Choir 

9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Church 

Education 

2:00 pm Marriage 

Readiness Seminar 

6:00 pm Worship  

8 

Elder/ Deacon 

King's Daughters 

9 

Moms in Touch 

10am - College, 

11 am - Unity 

 

6:15 pm 

Church Potluck 

and Game 

Night 

10 

JOY 

YPS Wii Tournament 

GEMS 

Cadets 

11 

Friendship Bible 

Class 

12 

SCCS Mom's 

In Touch 2 pm 

 

Friends in Faith 

6:30 pm 

13 

 

14 

8:30 am Choir 

9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Church 

Education 

Fellowship and 

Member Care 

2:00 pm Marriage 

Readiness Seminar 

6:00 pm Worship  

15 16 

Ruth Circle 

Moms in Touch 

10am - College, 

11 am - Unity 

Outreach Com-

mittee 

17 

9th Grade Catechism 

Gleaners 

YPS Connextions 

18 

Friendship Bible 

Class 

19 

SCCS Mom's 

In Touch 2 pm 

20 

21 

8:30 am Choir 

9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Church 

Education 

2:00 pm Marriage 

Readiness Seminar 

6:00 pm Worship  

Newsletter Deadline 

22 

Council 

King's Daughters 

23 

Moms in Touch 

10am - College, 

11 am - Unity 

24 

JOY 

9th Grade Catechism 

GEMS 

Cadets 

25 

Friendship Bible 

Class 

26 

SCCS Mom's 

In Touch 2 pm 

 

YPS Lock in 

27 

28 

8:30 am Choir 

9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Church 

Education 

2:00 pm Marriage 

Readiness Seminar 

6:00 pm Worship  

1   MARCH 2 

Moms in Touch 

10am - College, 

11 am - Unity 

Ruth Circle 

Education   

Committee 

3 

Gleaners 

9th Grade Catechism 

YPS Connextions 

4 

Friendship Bible 

Class 

5 

SCCS Mom's 

In Touch 2 pm 

6 

February 2010 Events Calendar 
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February 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

Dustin Vanden Hull 

2 

Roger Fedders 

Maris        

Vander Kooi 

3 

Gerald Kruger 

4 

Naomi            

De Stigter 

Goldene 

Wissink 

5    

Wayne Klein 

Jay Ouwinga 

Patty Smith 

 

6 

Barbara Top 

Jerace         

Vande Griend 

7 

Debra Hulstein 

8 

Kirsten Buiter 

9 

Corinne       

Hentges 

10 

Armande Lieu 

(ms) 

11 

Helen van Beek 

 

12 

Glenda Bos 

13 

14 

Madeline             

Van Soelen 

* David & 

Lorraine Kruse 

15 16 

* Howard & 

Jean Brandes 

17 

Nevada DeLapp 

Amy         

Vander Berg 

 

18 

Marissa 
Feikema 

Eldon     

Vander Berg 

 

19 

Derick Roos 

20 

* Pete & Freda                

Mouw 

21 22 

Abbey Bos 

Henrietta Dibbet 

23 

* Keith & Mary 

Bonnema 

24 

Brittany           

De Ruyter 

 

25 26 

Joey              

Kleinwolterink 

27 

Sheri Geels 

 

28 

Gary Draayer 

Clarice             

Vande Griend 

 

*  Wedding  

         Anniversary 

 

ms - missionary  
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Opportunities to respond to Godôs blessings: 

February 7: Christian Reformed Home Missions 
February 14: AM - Benevolent 
  PM - Hope Haven 
February 21: Cornerstone Prison Church 
February 28: Building and Missions 

Response of God's People:   

 

General Fund:     $ 27,487.05 

Mission Fund:    $   8,405.93 

Building Fund:    $   1,639.00 

 

Special Offerings: 

 

Mid Sioux    $     422.80 

Love Inc.    $     439.75 

 

Miscellaneous Receipts: 

 

Capital Campaign   $   3,320.08 

Capital Campaign - Foundation  $   7,674.38 

Benevolent    $        65.00 

CRWRC    $      300.00 

Back to God Hour   $        50.00 

Alpha Center    $      140.00 

Church Rent    $        50.00 

Northern Lighthouse   $      240.00 

Hope Haven 

 

 On February 14 we will be taking an evening 
offering for Hope Haven.  For about 45 years Hope 
Haven has been serving people in the Midwest with 
disabilities.  Today it has grown to have 22 programs 
in 42 communities.  In these communities they pro-
vide adult living services and support, help with job 
placement, children and family services, and psychiat-
ric rehabilitation.  The doors were first opened in 1946 
in Rock Valley; there were 2 teachers and eleven chil-
dren.  The idea behind Hope Haven actually came 
later in 1959 with 4 men who had a dream to provide 
a ―Christian Horizon of Hope.‖  Today Hope Haven 
has accomplished many feats.  By 1973 total agency 
enrollment was up to 241 adults and children.  In 
1993, a 4-plex and 8-plex apartment buildings were 
opened in Sioux Center.  In 1997 Hope Haven 
opened wheelchair repair shops in the South Dakota 
State Penitentiary in Sioux Falls, Vermillion, Edgerton, 
and the Dominican Republic.  In 2006 Hope Haven 
served over 756 children and adults and they had dis-
tributed their 60,000th wheelchair.  Hope Haven has 
reached across the borders of our country with the 
development of Hope Haven International Ministries.  
In 2008 HHIM opened a new wheelchair manufactur-
ing facility in Guatemala.  This shop specializes in 
making the KidChair.  It was designed in northwest 
Iowa.  Please give prayerfully as we seek to support 

this Christian organization. 

Matthew 6: 19-21 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 

break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where 

thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  
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News Release from The Bible League       

International Quake devastates Haiti 

Prayer requested for the Gospelôs power to 

restore peace 

 

CHICAGO—Bible League International staff in Haiti frantically 
work to regroup and recover from a massive earthquake that 
is said to be the worst quake in 200 years. Hundreds are 
feared dead, thousands are missing, and many more are to-
tally devastated.  

―Haiti is no more,‖ says Jean Bilda Robert, National Director 
for Haiti for Bible League International. This is a time for peo-
ple of all walks of life, regardless of color or religion, to come 
together and aid this nation. 

The 7.0 magnitude earthquake, quickly followed by several 
aftershocks registering more than 5.0, hit near the nation’s 
capital of Port-au-Prince on January 12, 2010, Tuesday eve-
ning. According to the Red Cross, an estimated 3 million peo-
ple have been impacted by the quake. Hillside shanty-towns, 
the presidential palace, and countless buildings have been 
toppled. Corpses lay in the middle of the street. 

   ―Devastated is an understatement,‖ says Rosilio Roman, 
Senior Director of Latin America Ministries for Bible League 
International. ―There’s no way to totally describe the current 
situation in the country. The people of Haiti urgently need our 
prayers and support.‖ 

The quake’s immediate impact on our ministry staff is un-
clear. ―We have no real assessment available of the needs or 
damages due to the great difficulties in establishing commu-
nications with Haiti,‖ says Roman.  

Pierre Philippe, National Director for the Dominican Republic 
for Bible League International, was able to briefly speak with 
Jean Bilda, late Tuesday. Philippe and other national staff 
members from the Dominican Republic will be travelling to 
Haiti to locate Jean Bilda and provide support with basic 
needs. 

Bible League International’s ministry in Haiti began in 2001, 
providing local believers with Bibles and training so they can 
fulfill the Great Commission. The great need for the Gospel 
will continue long after the recovery efforts have subsided in 
Haiti. 

For more information about Bible League International, call 
toll-free at 866-825-4636, or go online to 
www.BibleLeague.org. 

 

  

 

 

ALERT:  Help Haiti  
CRWRC is providing immedi-
ate,  emergency aid in Haiti in response to 
the severe earthquake which devastated 
the country on January 12, 2010.  

Help CRWRC help.   Give today  

 

Community                 

Development:  HAITI  
COUNTRY PROFILE  

 

An incredible artistic tradition, cloud forests, 
and unique culture are just some of lesser -
known aspects of Haiti. The first Caribbean 
nation to attain sovereignty, Haiti's once 
promising future has been marred by corrup-
tion, violence, and poverty. Haiti continues to 
be plagued by issues of personal security, eco-

nomic decline, and questionable governing.  

In February 2006 a new government was de-
mocratically elected. President Preval along 
with a parliament can be an asset for a new 
beginning in Haiti. The government is collabo-
rating with the UN peacekeeping forces to act 
upon the economic and social problems of 

Haiti. Much is to be done.  

According to newspapers and people on the 
streets and market places, the socio -political 
situation has not improved yet.  

In such an unstable macro context, long - term 
development takes on new meaning. CRWRC 

has been working in Haiti since 1975. In re-
cent years, CRWRC has joined forces with 
other Christian Reformed Agencies in Haiti and 
works under the name of Sous Eswpa, which 
means "Source of Hope."  

Despite the unstable environment of Haiti, 
Sous Espwa's work with partners continues to 
bear fruit.  
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ESTHER: ITôS TOUGH BEING A 
WOMAN 

 

Womenôs Bible Study 
 

It is time to be thinking of another Beth Moore 
Study.  One that comes highly recommended Is 
ESTHER: Itôs Tough Being a Woman.  The Old 
Testament story of Esther unfolds from the pinnacle 
of power-Persia and King Xerxes.  This intriguing 
new study by Beth Moore explores God’s provi-
dence and the hope and encouragement He offers 
women facing challenges in our society.  Esther: It’s 
Tough Being a Woman includes 10 video sessions 
and nine weeks of personal study.  Beth Moore ex-
plains how God placed a young Jewish woman who 
fulfilled her destiny ―for such a time as this’ and 
saved the Jews living in a pagan culture from cer-
tain destruction.  Esther, while a queen, lived as an 
outsider in a hostile environment.  She provides a 
faithful example for today’s woman who finds it diffi-
cult to live in someone else’s shadow, to see physi-
cal beauty take precedence over character, to face 
life-altering decisions, to move from self-
preservation to brave determination, and to see 
mean-spirited people prevail.  
 
There is a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Cen-

ter.  The class will meet on Thursday evenings to 

begin with but as a group you may decide to meet 

on a different date.  The first class will be on Febru-

ary 18, 2010 and go through April 22 at 7 PM in 

the Fireside Room. Please sign-up by February 8 

so books may be ordered. 

CRWRC Focuses Haiti            

Response on Leogane 

 

The Christian Reformed World Relief Committee (CRWRC) will 
focus its current emergency response efforts in Haiti on the 
town of Leogane about 20 miles west of Port au Prince. 

―Leogane is a community where 90% of the people have lost 
their homes,‖ said CRWRC’s Disaster Response Director, 
Jacob Kramer of the town of about 175,000 people.  ―CRWRC 
and its partner, PWOFOD, have on-going programs in Leogane 
and there is a Haitian Christian Reformed Church there.  The 
people already know us and hopefully we can work with some 
local leaders as we carry out our relief response.‖ 

The United Nations recently reported that Leogane was the 
area worst hit by the quake.  Their local market was already 
dependent on outside food shipments, and this need has now 
increased.  

―Currently, we are using cash to buy food locally,‖ said Kramer, 
―but these supplies will soon run out.  We will then have to ship 
food in.‖ 

CRWRC’s effort in Haiti is currently being organized by Ad de-
Blaeij, CRWRC’s country consultant in Haiti, and Ken Little, a 
Senior Disaster Response Project Manager from Burlington, 
Ontario.  They will be joined tomorrow by George and Toni 
Fernhout from Edmonton, Alberta and Lee Mys from Fremont, 
Michigan.  Mys and the Fernhouts are volunteer International 
Relief Managers who have experience organizing and carrying 
out disaster response activities. 

Lee Mys has served with CRWRC in Indonesia after the 2004 
tsunami and also led a food distribution in Kenya. 

Following the 2004 tsunami, the Fernhouts stayed for the dura-
tion of CRWRC’s 3 ½ year project in Sri Lanka, managing the 
complicated owner-driven approach, and engaging the govern-
ment to live up to its obligations. Thanks to the hard work of this 
couple, over 800 permanent houses were built across Sri 
Lanka.  Last summer the Fernhouts were in Haiti to implement 
CRWRC’s response to the three hurricanes. They distributed 
food and seed to restart agriculture, handed out goats, and 
oversaw the drilling of 15 new wells. 

Financial contributions for CRWRC's response are ur-

gently needed.  Every dollar makes a difference and now if 

Canadians give a donation to the Haiti Earthquake victims 

through CRWRC by February 12th, it will double in impact due 

to a generous contribution from the Canadian Government. 

CRWRC Newsroom | January 20, 2010 

CRWRC Philippines:  A two page newsletter has 

arrived from Arlyn Lamigo including this mes-

sage...."My heart is filled with God’s peace during 

this time of grieving and difficulty for His presence is 

so manifested with the outpouring of love and sym-

pathy from friends. Thank you for calling, texting, 

writing cards, sending flowers and financial gifts, 

visiting us from the remotest parts of the Philippines 

and far across the world. We appreciate it so much. 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart..." 

A copy of this newsletter is available in the Mission-

ary Folder at the Information Center or by contact-

ing Heidi in the office. 

http://www.crwrc.org/pages/crwrc_news.cfm
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YPS  

So far in January we went and played 

broomball with our friends from Bridge 

at the All Seasons Center. Then our 

Connextions and tubing were cancelled 

due to weather, so on the 27th we are 

having a service info meeting and a 

movie. February events include two 

Connextion nights, a Wii tournament 

and a lock-in.  

GEMS 

Our sixth grade GEMS from Bethel 

and First recently worked on the 

Arts & Crafts badge.  Barb Eekhoff 

from our church led our girls in 

making a few crafts that she and 

her daughter (Mel Klein) make and 

sell at area craft fairs. Everyone 

had a great time using her cool craft tools to create some really neat 

crafts.  Thanks for your help Barb!  

Marjorie Alberta Heemeyer was born at home in 
Hamlin County, South Dakota on January 9, 1927. She 
was the daughter of Albert E. Heemeyer and Minnie 
(Lantinga) Heemeyer.   Marjorie was a middle child, 
and had an older brother John, and a younger sister, 
Violet. 

Marjorie attended Hamlin #4 Country School about 1 ¾ 
mile from her home.  She walked to school, but often 
would cut across the pasture to make the walk 
shorter.  In winter, she would often get to ride to school 
in the sled behind the horses. 

Marjorie married Richard Bleeker on February 3, 
1949.  They had attended Young People’s Society to-
gether at the Bemis Christian Reformed Church, and 
dated after Richard returned from service in the Navy 
during WW II. 

There was a snowstorm the day before their wedding, 
but the wedding day was clear and cold…20 below 
zero!  They travelled to California for their honeymoon, 
where 2 of Richard’s married sisters lived.  Marjorie 
noted they had Frosty’s  (ice cream) every night while 
they were in California.  She still loves Ice Cream! 

Marjorie and Richard farmed near Castlewood, 
SD.  The first year of their married life, they had 3 
cows, raised chickens and had no electricity on the 
farm place they rented. 

Marjorie and Richard moved to the Bleeker family farm 
in 1951.  Throughout their farming  years they enjoyed 
visits from brothers and sisters, nieces and nephews as 
they came ―home‖ to the farm on vacation.  In 1967, 
they built a new house on the farm with their first indoor 
bathroom.  They moved from the farm to a house in 
Castlewood in 1989. 

Marjorie has 6 children, Louise lives in Irvine, Califor-
nia;  Lynn, in Sioux Center, Iowa; Marcia lives in Chad, Af-
rica;   Kay, in Redmond, Washington; Lee lives in Ray-
mond, Minnesota and Karen in Mesa, Arizona.  Her 14 grand-
children live across the US, in Germany, and Peru at this 
time.  Marjorie has 6 great grandchildren.  

Marjorie has enjoyed gardening and canning during her 
life.  Her favorite flower is the gladiola. She made the best 
home-made bread weekly…cookies, cakes, pies,…and home
-made ice cream on special occasions.  Her canned meat 
was always a special quick meal for the visiting nieces, neph-
ews and cousins. 

Marjorie has made many baby quilts for her grandchildren, 
and also special quilts for High School graduations.  Kids and 
grandkids enjoy using her embroidered dishtowels. 

Marjorie was a church organist at Bemis CRC in South Da-
kota for over 50 years.  Her favorite hymns are ―Great is Thy 
Faithfulness‖ and ―How Great Thou Art‖.  Her favorite Bible 
verse is Psalm 27:1.  The Lord is my light and my salvation – 
whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the stronghold of my life – of 
whom shall I be afraid? 

After Richard passed away, Marjorie moved to Sioux Center 
where she enjoys being close to family.  Grandkids attending 
Dordt College always enjoyed stopping at Grandma’s for 
homemade cookies, bars and tea.  She makes the best 
frosted gingersnaps…and chocolate chip cookies! 

Now in her spare time she enjoys embroidering and playing a 
good game of Boggle or Rook.  

Marjorie attends the First Christian Reformed Church of 

Sioux Center.  She has been a resident at Royal Meadows, 

Room 604, since August, 2009.   

Senior Focus:  Marjorie Bleeker 


