
321 2nd Street SE     

Sioux Center, IA 51250   

Phone: 712-722-0717                 

Email: office@firstcrc.com       

Website:  www.firstcrc.com 

Inside This Issue: 

Baptism 

Wedding 

New Babies 

New Members 

2 

Thank You 

Adult Education 

Shower 

Sunday School Teacher 

3 

YPS 

GEMS 

4 

Bierma Update 

Hamburger Fry 

5 

Events Calendar 6 

Birthday Calendar 7 

Financial Report 8 

Deaconôs Digest  9 

Kids Page 10 

Friends in Faith 

Care Group 

11 

Arise Cry Out 12 

First Church Fellowship 

F I R S T  C H R I S T I A N  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H  

V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  1 0              O C T O B E R  2 0 0 9   

A PRAYER CONCERN FROM THE SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE CRWRC 

News | August 28, 2009:  Kenya is drying up. 

Crops are stunted, livestock are dying, and 3.8 million people ï an increase of one 

million people this year alone - are facing significant hunger. ñThe rainy season in 

East Africa has been anything but,ò says Chris Shiundu, CRWRC national relief man-

ager in Kenya. ñThe crops simply did not grow.ò In the face of this crisis, CRWRC is 

continuing existing food aid and food-for-work programs, which currently provide 

food to 10,670 families or about 64,000 people from Kenyaôs pastoral region North of 

Mt. Kenya to the coastal southeastern lowlands region around Mombasa. Food for 

work projects typically promote activities that improve food security, such as digging 

reservoirs or building erosion control terraces to make planting new crops more effi-

cient. Food is then given as payment for the work. It is now estimated that 3.8 million 

people are affected by the Kenya drought, with small-scale farmers the hardest hit. 

Drought not only affects people, but also the animals people depend on for milk and 

meat. ReliefWeb reports that by the end of the season, at least half of the goat and 

cattle populations will have perished from drought-related causes. Rising food prices 

are also increasing the number of the hungry people in Kenya, with maize costing as 

much as 130 per cent over last year in some parts of the country. Our prayers and 

support are vital. Please help Kenyans overcome drought by supporting the work of 

CRWRC. 

Fall Clean Up 
In October, our church is hosting a day for everyone to partici-

pate in called the Fall Clean Up.  For those of you who are new to 

the church and not familiar with Fall Clean Up, below is a brief 

description of this wonderful opportunity.  Each year our church 

sets aside one day in the fall and spring to help out those in our 

church who may need some assistance with their homes and 

yards.  This is a wonderful opportunity for you and your family to 

be the hands and feet of Jesus for those in our church congrega-

tion.  The Fall Clean Up is a great time of fellowship for all who participate and enables 

church membersõ time to get to know each other outside of their normal routines.   

The Fall Clean Up is scheduled on October 24, 2009; it will be approximately from 8:00 ð 

12:00.  Please meet at the church and we will communicate who needs to go where to get 

all of the work accomplished.   If you are interested in participating in this wonderful oppor-

tunity, please sign up at the Information Center.  We look forward to fellowshipping with you!  

If you are need of some assistance this fall, there is a sign up for you as well at the Informa-

tion Center.   We look forward to supporting you! 
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BAPTISM 

Hailey Joy Koelewyn, 

daughter of Jason and 

Tami Koelewyn, was 

baptized on September 

20, 2009. 

 

Congratulations! 

WEDDING 

Congratulations to Stephanie (Davelaar) and Chris Di-

eleman who were married in our church on September 

26, 2009. 

NEW BABY 

Congratulations to Mike 

and Heidi Ochsner on the 

birth of their second child.  

Kira Joy Ochsner was 

born on September 9, 

2009.  She weighed 8 lbs 

3 oz and was 22 inches 

long.  Her big sister Ade-

lade welcomes her home. 

NEW MEMBER 

My name is Emily 

Huston, and I live at 

Dordt right now.  I am a 

junior Secondary Sci-

ence Education major.  I 

am from Winterset, 

Iowa, and am transfer-

ring membership from 

Crossroads CRC in Des 

Moines.  I have attended 

First CRC since my sec-

ond semester freshman 

year, and since I was here all summer and plan to be 

here next summer, I decided to make First CRC my 

home church! 

NEW MEMBERS 

We are Ja-
son and Tami 
Koelewyn.  
God has 
blessed us 
with 3 chil-
dren, Alyssa 
5, Dylan 3, 
and Hailey 1 
month.  It 
was a little 
over a year 
ago that we 
moved to Sioux Center so that Jason could fill the posi-
tion as the new family physician at the Sioux Center 
Medical Clinic.  Before coming to Sioux Center, we lived 
in Sioux Falls where we attended the First CRC of Sioux 
Falls.  Jason is a native of Hanford, CA and Tami of 
Worthington, Mn.  How did a California boy and Minne-
sota girl ever hook up?  There is no other answer than 
Dordt College! After graduating, we spent 6 years in CA 
where Jason prepared for and then attended Medical 
school.  Tami spent 5 of those years teaching mostly 5th 
grade at the Christian Schools both in Hanford and On-
tario.  The last year was spent at home taking care of 
Alyssa.  After medical school, we were pulled back to 
the Midwest to be near our family here. 

 

After moving to Sioux Center, we began the search for a 
church.  With so many options, it took us a while to find 
where God was leading us.  The solid preaching of the 
Word and the way all of you reached out to us were the 
things that drew us to First.   The time we have spent 
with you has truly been a blessing to us and we pray 
that as we begin to get involved, we too may be a bless-
ing to you and those that come to First CRC. 

 

We can now be found at 1293 4th Ave. SE.  Our phone 
number is 722-4276.  Email koelewynt@hotmail.com. 

NEW BABY 

Congratulations to Matt and 

Kelli Van Roekel on the 

birth of their second child.  

Brenna Mae Van Roekel 

was born on September 11, 

2009.  She weighed 7 lbs 

10 oz and was 22.25 inches 

long.  Her big brother Parker welcomes her home.   

mailto:koelewynt@hotmail.com


OCTOBER  ADULT EDUCATION 

Kevin Timmer will be pre-

senting for Adult Education 

on October 18 and October 

25 on Energy Stewardship. 

Humanity derives over 85% 

of the energy it uses from 

fossilized sources.  How-

ever, many of these re-

sources face an uncertain 

future.  Come and learn 

about the concerns regard-

ing fossil fuels and the hope 

placed in renewable energy.  Join the discussion of how 

Christians can best respond to Godôs call to steward the 

creation including our energy resources. 

 

NEW 6th and 7th GRADE   

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER 

Trevor DeBey  from 

Cawker City, KS is our 

new 6th and 7th grade 

Sunday School teacher.  

Thank you for being will-

ing to help educate our 

youth! 

"Dordt recruited me from 

my small CRC church in 

rural Kansas.  From Dordt 

I received my 2008 de-

gree in Theology with a youth ministry emphasis.  For the 

next year I worked at a Christian summer camp as a coun-

selor and then worked as a substitute teacher in schools 

within a 30 mile radius of Sioux Center.  During that year I 

began attending First CRC while looking for a full-time min-

istry position.  With no success on the job front, I am now 

pursuing seminary so I have returned to Dordt to take semi-

nary pre-requisites and am looking forward to getting in-

volved at First!" 

Thank you to all who remembered us in any way following 

the death of our brother-in-law Marion Jasper.  It is won-

derful to belong to the family of God.  

Bernie and Hazel Nibbelink 

We would like to thank all those for coming to our pan-

cake breakfast on labor day- we appreciate your support. 

YPS 

Dear First CRC family, 

Our family expresses our deepest appreciation to all who 

have given encouragement to us in our move to California 

and throughout our years in Sioux Center. Your prayers 

and generosity on our behalf are invaluable-treasures in 

heaven! You are a compassionate and loving congrega-

tion, and we thank our Father every time we think of you. 

Keep walking in the Spirit!  In His Grip,  

                                                                                          

Greg, Kathy, Mady, Keaton, Ava and Edy Van Soelen 

Thank you for the cards and expressions of sympathy in 

the loss of Bruce's mother.   

Bruce & Valerie Van Schepen 
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Thank You 

Bridal and Baby Shower 

Join us at 10 am on October 24.  A bridal shower 

will be given for Steph (Davelaar) and Chris Diele-

man and for Ryan and Elizabeth (Dykstra) De 

Groot.  As well as a baby shower for Hailey 

Koelewyn, new baby born to Jason and Tami 

Koelewyn.   



YPS 

We started the month with our Pancake Breakfast on Labor Day, then 

on Sept 11 we went to Thunder Road in Sioux Falls and stayed up all 

night with other area churches. It is a place to ride go-karts, play mini-

golf, laser tag, batting cages and a climbing wall.  Sept 16 we had our 

fist Connextions night with Pastor Mark and talked about our past, pre-

sent and future. Plans for Oct include Connextion nights, corn maze 

and congregational supper.  

GEMS KICKOFF:  September 9, Sandy Hollow 
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Friends in Faith Hamburger Fry 

for Dordt Students 
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Dear Friends,  

 

I returned from a trip to Nepal last week.  Arbinôs 

church plant is going really well. There are many 

Nepalis coming to Christ every week and 

month.  There are many Bangladeshis also com-

ing to the Lord but it seems that the Holy Spirit is 

moving strongly in Nepal right now.  We lead a 

program called Timothy Leadership Training, 

which provides basic pastoral skill building exer-

cises.  About 25 people attended, five from Mis-

sion India, and around 20 from Nepal, all church 

planters and leaders who will bring the training 

back to their various circles of influence.  We 

hope to reach the pastors and church planters 

throughout Nepal with this training in the coming 

few years.  The leaders from Mission India will 

bring the training to around 1900 leaders in their 

communities in the coming years. It is very excit-

ing to be a part of this program.  We have 

started the program in Bangladesh and I will try 

to do a part of it in Bangla.  

 

The rain has been coming down every day for 

more than a month ,  but it seems that weôre 

coming to the end of monsoon.  Itôs been really 

hot again and the rain is slowing down.  The soc-

cer field behind our house has been 

flooded.  The water is 4 feet deep and provides a 

place for lily pads and most likely some 

fish.  There is a house behind us that uses an 

outhouse in that area---well, not a good situation 

in the flood.  

 

Bangladesh continues to be a crowded place, 

sometimes challenging with feelings of claustro-

phobia for a NW Iowa farm-boy-type like me.  I 

have been thinking about those times out on the 

tractor when I used to cut alfalfa working for Un-

cle George.  It always smelled so fresh out there 

in the open fields.  

 

Love in Christ,  

 

Troy, Faith and Yazzie Bierma 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday Saturday 

27 

8:30 am Choir 

9:30 am Worship 

10:45 am Church 

Education 

6:00 pm Worship  

28 

Council 

King's Daughters 

29 

10 am College 

11 am Unity 

Mom's in Touch 

30 

YPS -Connextions 

Gleaners 

Cadets 

9th Grade Catechism 

1 OCTOBER 

 

Friendship Bible 

Class 

2 

2 pm SCCS 

Mom's in 

Touch 

3 

4 

8:30 am Choir 

9:30 am Worship 

10:45 am Church 

Education 

6:00 pm Worship 

PA Meeting  

5 

 

Building Committee 

POP CAN DROP 

OFF WEEK 

6 

10 am College 

11 am Unity 

Mom's in Touch 

Ruth Circle 

Education Com-

mittee  

7 

JOY 

YPS -Connextions 

9th Grade Catechism 

Cadet Counselors 

Meeting 

8 

 

Friendship Bible 

Class 

9 

2 pm SCCS 

Mom's in 

Touch 

Friends in Faith 

Pumpkinland 

10 

Cadets make  

Sub Sandwich  

11 

8:30 am Choir 

9:30 am Worship 

10:45 am Church 

Education 

Fellowship and 

Member Care Meet-

ing 

6:00 pm Worship  

Communion 

PA Meeting  

12 

Elder/ Deacon 

King's Daughters 

13 

10 am College 

11 am Unity 

Mom's in Touch 

Worship Com-

mittee 

14 

YPS -Corn Maze 

Gleaners 

Cadets 

GEMS 

Social Justice  

15 

 

Friendship Bible 

Class 

16 

2 pm SCCS 

Mom's in 

Touch 

17 

18 

8:30 am Choir 

9:30 am Worship 

10:45 am Church 

Education 

6:00 pm Worship  

19 20 

10 am College 

11 am Unity 

Mom's in Touch 

Ruth Circle 

Outreach 

21 

JOY 

YPS -Connextions 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

Friendship Bible 

Class 

23 

2 pm SCCS 

Mom's in 

Touch 

24 

Fall Clean Up 

Day 

10 am Bridal 

and Baby 

Shower 

25 

8:30 am Choir 

9:30 am Worship 

10:45 am Church 

Education 

6:00 pm Worship  

Newsletter Deadline 

26 

Congregational 

Supper and Meet-

ing 

 

King's Daughters 

27 

10 am College 

11 am Unity 

Mom's in Touch 

28 

Gleaners 

Cadets 

GEMS 

9th Grade Catechism 

29 

 

Friendship Bible 

Class 

30 

2 pm SCCS 

Mom's in 

Touch 

31 

October 2009 Events Calendar 
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October 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

Doug Ribbens 

Betty Visser 

*Keo &     

Boonjun   

Phommarath 

(ms) 

2 

 

3 

Cathy Feenstra 

Rachel Raih 

Henry Vis 

 

4 

 

5 

Jonathan      

Fictorie 

Cornie          

Rylaarsdam 

6 

Emily Sybesma 

Kryn       

Vander Berg 

* Josh & Mary 

Hooyer 

7  

Mayme Walburg 

8 

Dan Kuiper 

(ms) 

9 

Janae        

Kleinwolterink 

10 

 

11 

Brittany                

Van Schepen 

12 

Sally Kruger 

13 

Tessa Mouw 

Ruth Van 

Ravenswaay 

14 

Jerome           

De Stigter 

Duane Koele 

Andrew Reichert 

15 

Henry         

Bonnema, Jr. 

Aidan Ouwinga 

Andrew Raih 

16 

Henrietta 

Bierma 

Rachel Bos 

 

17 

Kelsey Schmidt 

Jana           

Van Bruggen 

18 

Robin Santman 

* Dale & Amy   

Vander Berg 

*Eric & Tracy      

Eekhoff 

19 

Tammy Lief 

 

20 21 

* Bernie & Hazel                       

Nibbelink 

22 

Brad Miedema 

Jo Vander Werf 

23 

Jon Buiter 

Charles Van 

Veldhuizen 

*Randy & Arlis 

Bubke 

24 

Anneke       

Van Bruggen 

Pete Visser 

25 

Brian Vander Berg 

26 

Darla      

Siemonsma 

* Dave & Lisa 

Dykstra 

27 

Dave Netz 

28 29  

Jeanna Hoff 

* Denny & 

Sharon  De Kruyf 

30 31 

Denise               

De Waard 

Fabien Lieu (ms) 

Joe Lamigo (ms) 

 


