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) The Time is NOW to ARISE! CRY OUT!

Baptism

New Baby Moms In Touch International

Shower Saturday, November 14, 2009, 9 a.m. i 1 p.m. in our church sanctuary

Thank You
There are times in our lives and moments in history that call for extraordinary prayer. Arise! Cry

- Out! is one such day. God is calling Christian women of the world to unite and ARISE! and CRY

Church Education 3 OUT! for the very lives of our children. How will we respond and what can Christian women do?
PRAY! ! Enough is enough! It is time to wak|g

YPS 4 together. We wild/|l answer Goddés call and reso

sake of our children and schools. What will it take for us to recognize that our prayers do matter?
It is time to weep over the things that God weeps over. It is time for our hearts to break over the
Kids Page 5 things that break Godés heart. On this day,
room, joining the Great High Priest (Jesus) in desperate, fervent, persistent prayer for abused,
forgotten, lonely, lost and straying children.

Events Calendar 6

Birthday Calendar 7 We will pray or our own child
il nd

f ren
other momsd children and grandchil

Financial Report 8

. The child with learning disabilities.
Belhar Confession o o
The child with a chronic illness.

The child who is lonely, bullied and has no friends.

Deaconds Di ¢9 _ ) ) .
The junior high student who is regularly

Volunteer Opportunities |10 The high school boy who told his Christian parents that he no longer believes that Jesus
is the only way to heaven.

Volunteer Opportunities |11 The Christian girl who is fAsextingo.

College students struggling with eating disorders.

Fall Clean Up 12 Junior high, high school and college students struggling with alcohol abuse and

. . ) addiction.
Friends in Faith

Immigration Reform The Arise! Cry Out! prayer time will be facilitated by a professional DVD, created for this specific

purpose from a live event that took place October 9 at 10 and San Diego, California. Speakers
will include Fern Nichols, the founder and president of Moms In Touch, and Miles McPherson, of
Miles Ahead Ministries and pastor of Rock Church in San Diego. The worship team Crimson
Bridge will further encourage us in our time of crying out to the Lord for the transformation of this

321 2nd Street SE generation.
Sioux Center, IA 51250

God is mobilizing a praying army of women high school age on up to cover the world with united

Phone: 712-722-0717 prayer. Will you join us in praying for repentance, restoration and revival for our children, commu-
nities, nation and world? There is no cost to attend, but there will be an offering taken for the
Email: office@firstcrc.com ministry of Moms In Touch. To register, go online at www.MomsInTouch.org. There are also

] ) registration forms located at the Information Center.
Website: www.firstcrc.com
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NEW BABY Thank You

Congratulations to -, - ' N 1 We want to thank those who remembered us with cards, and ex
Chad and Cathy Feen- == pressed their "Happy Birthday's" to us. Also thanks to our pas-
stra on the birth of - toral assistant for coming to see us and visit with us. It was nice
their fourth child. to be remembered and we appreciate it.

Avery Ruth Feenstra
was born on Septem-

ber 26, 2009. She weighed 8 Ibs 8 0z and was 21 . .
inches long. Her older siblings, Morgan, Cole and We would like to thank the congregation for the many expres-

' ' sions of sympathy we received following the recent death of Ab
Sydney welcome her home. brother. Abe and our son Jim were able to go to California for the
funeral. It was good to be able to r@stablish contact with the

Bernie and May Walberg

10X

family over there.

BAPTISM

Brenna Mae Van Roekel,

daughter of Matt and Kelli
Van Roekel, was baptized
on October 11, 2009.

Helen was diagnosed with Stage 4 colon cancer in Jun8he is
presently receiving chemotherapy once a week for three weeks
then a week off, followed by another cycle of 3 on and one

off. This will continue for 6 months, at which time testing will be
done to see whether the treatments have done any goodhis is
a difficult time for us. The side effects of the treatments are not
pleasant but we are dealing with themWe covet your prayers
during the next months.

Congratulations! Abe & Helen Bos

We would like to express our sincere thanks and appreciation t¢

those who remembered us in any way after the passing away of

WEDDI NG our sister, Mina. Your kindness will long be remembered.
Congratulations to Timothy Kobes and Christina Olson Alla Kraayenbrink, Charles and Grace Klein
who were married in Arlington, Virginia, on Saturday

October 17. Thank you for the cards and expressions of sympathy in the loss

of Lou's sister. We appreciated them very much.

Bridal and Baby Shower Lou and Kathy Kuiper
A bridal October has come and gone and | would like to thank all of you
shower was for your cards, kind notes and other acts of appreciation which

| held on Octo- you sent my way. | really appreciate it! Serving this congregation
} w ber 24 for is a privilege.
Steph Pastor Mark Verbruggen
(Davelaar)
and Chris Di- Dear Congregation, Thanks to all who have expressed apprecia-
eleman and tion for our service with and among you in cards, words, and
for Ryan and deeds of kindness. Your faithfulness in the ministry at First

Church is a blessing to us, and with you we give thanks to God for

Elizabeth (Dykstra) De Groot. 92
your partnership in the Gospel.

| As well as a baby shower for
Hailey Koelewyn, new baby
& 1 born to Jason and Tami

Koelewyn. Many, many thanks to the clean up crew that did a fantastic job
of cleaning our gutters and lawn on Saturday.

=

Pastor Carl and Ellen Klompie

Lou and Kathy Kuiper
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Dear Congregation,

The Church Education year is off to a great start! We have 28
kids in Preschool - 3rd grade, 18 kids in 4th - 8th grade and
8 students in the Special Needs class.
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We are doing something fun this year to motivate the kids to learn their memory work
each Sunday. Each time they recite their memory work, they receive a point. In May, we will
have a Memorization Celebration with food and fun activities...and hopefully (if they have enough
points) something really fun with jello! Just ask a kid what Jell-o & Cool Whip have to do with
memory work! © The parents have also been challenged to memorize each week and recite to
their children! Watch the bulletin for our “Can you memorize this?” feature...you too can
challenge yourself to memorize what the kids are learning!

The children’s and youth choirs will be singing in church soon and they are starting to practice
songs for the Christmas program, which will be part of the evening service on December 13.

Continue to lift our kids and teachers in your prayers!

In His Service,
Rachael Feikema (722-3152) & Amy Vander Berg (722-0580)
Church Education Directors

Email: ChurchEd@firstcrc.com

Thank You

Thank you for all the thoughts, cards and prayers sent to
during the passing of our brothein-law Ron Groeneweg.

Jerace and Clarice Vande Grier

Our GEMS club would like to thank the congregation for puy
chasing cards and gift items for our fund raiser this

year. We appreciate your continued support for our girls'
program!

First CRC GEMS Girls' CI

S

d

I

=
[

ub

Thank you to all the ladies that came to and gave gifts for
Hailey's baby showerWe were overwhelmed with your gen
erosity! A special thank you to the ladies that put on the
shower for us. What a blessing to be part of such a caring
church family!

Tami and Hailey Koelewyn and fami

ly
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YPS

On September 23
we joined with all
the other CRC
churches in Sioux
Center for a com-
munist run- basi-
cally the upperclassmen chasmg the underclassmen- there were safe
houses to protect you and you had to make it to the finish line with the least
marks. We finished at our church and there were about 150 kids taking part.
Then on Oct 7 we had a Connextions night led by Lisa, Eric and Tracy and it
had to do with the choices we make and then we followed it up with a Deal
or No Deal game. On Oct 14 we were to go to the corn maze but the
weather was bad so we had a pizza/game night at church- see photos. Oct
21 we had Rev. Klompien come and talk about how things have changed ’
from 50 years ago to now. Oct 26 was our congregational supper- Baseball was the theme- lots of people came out and
supported us- thanks so much!!

November will be two Connextion nights and a movie night.

YPS Connections

November 4, 7:30 PM Congregational Supper on October 26

Dr. Brian Janssen

Parents and members of the congregation are in-
vited to join the "YPS Connections" evening this
coming Wednesday as we listen to Dr. Brian
Janssen from Hospers Presbyterian Church. He
will be speaking to us about his research into TEC
(Teens Encountering Christ). How do we exercise
wisdom when it comes to para-church move-
ments? This evening has been approved by the
First CRC Education Committee.
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Turkey can be considered as an integral part of Thanks- Another story behind eating turkey on Thanksgiving is as
giving celebrations. There are a number of interesting follows: The tradition of turkey is rooted in the 'History of
stories behind why turkey is the most important dish in Plymouth Plantation’, which was written by William Brad-
the Thanksgiving. Eating turkey on Thanksgiving Day is ford. But his documents were lost, being taken away by the
a part of tradition and custom. One of the interesting British during the War of Independence. These documents
stories is as follows: were rediscovered in 1854. After that, turkey was accepted
as an icon of Thanksgiving Day. Eating turkey on Thanks-

Queen Elizabeth was celebrating a harvest festival with giving Day became a tradition. The male turkey is popularly
a baked goose. When she came to know that the Span- known as O0tomd and female tur Kk:i
ish Armada had sunk on its way to attack England, the
Queen was so delighted that she ordered an additional Of course, there might be plenty of other reasons why we
roast goose. In this way, goose became the favorite bird eat turkey on Thanksgiving Day. Whatever may be the rea-
at the harvest celebration in England. When the Pilgrims son, ités a fact that wild tur|l
from England arrived in America, roasted goose was cacy for the Thanksgiving celebration. According to Benja-
replaced by roasted turkey as wild turkeys were abun- min Franklin, turkey is a much more respectable bird and
dantly found as compared to geese. Thus, a new tradi- withal a true original native of North America. Wild turkeys
tion of serving turkey at the Thanksgiving celebrations usually feed on acorns and other natural products, which

got started. give turkey meat the ultimate taste.
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November 2009 Events Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 NOVEMBER 2 3 4 5 6 7
8:30 am Choir Ruth Circle 10, 11 am Mom's in Friendship Bible |2 pm SCCS
9:30 am Worship Touch- Unity, College | Class Mom's in
10:45 am Church Education Comm. Touch
Education POP CAN DROP 9th Grade Catechism
6:00 pm Worship OFF WEEK YPS- Connextions
JOY Society
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8:30 am Choir King's Daughters | Worship Comm. |10, 11 am Mom's in | Friendship Bible | Friends in Faith | Arise Cry Out
9:30 am Worship- Touch- Unity, College | Class Harvest Mixer | Event
Communion Elder/ Deacon YPS - Movie Night
10:45 am Church Gleaners
Education Cadets
Fellowship and
Member Care
6:00 pm Worship
PA Meeting
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
8:30 am Choir Ruth Circle 10, 11 am Mom's in Friendship Bible |2 pm SCCS
9:30 am Worship Outreach Touch- Unity, College | Class Mom's in
10:45 am Church Comm. JOY Society Touch
Education 9th Grade Catechism
6:00 pm Worship YPS- Connextions
Cadets
Social Justice
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8:30 am Choir King's Daughters 10, 11 am Mom's in | Thanksgiving
9:30 am Worship Touch- Unity, College | Day
10:45 am Church
Education Thanksgiving Service
6:00 pm Worship
Newsletter Deadline
29 30 1 DECEMBER |2 3 4 5
8:30 am Choir Councll Ruth Circle 10,11 am Mom's in | Friendship Bible |2 pm SCCS
9:30 am Worship Education Touch- Unity, College | Class Mom's in
6:00 pm Worship Comm. JOY Society Touch

9th Grade Catechism
YPS- Connextions
Gleaners
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Adalade Ochsner Troy Bierma Arlis Bubke Kaeley Meyer Garret Visser Alex Davelaar
Chad De Stigter Ross Andy Davelaar
Kathy Klein Vander Berg
* Bill & Dee
De Stigter
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Timothy Klein David van Beek Bill De Stigter
Liz Van Maanen
Dorothy Nibbelink
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Leah De Stigter Carla Nibbelink | Carol Schaap Jean Brandes Sheila Abby Klein
Eden Van Soelen Hazel Nibbelink (ms) Kathy Peterson De Stigter Jon Mouw
* F’ete & Muriel :gzgfrr * Jog & Arlyn
Visser Lamigo (ms)
Jerry Hubers
Tim Klein
Charlotte Lieu
(ms)
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Shirley Isakson Bonnie Harlan Jennifer Jolene De Stigter | Myrna De Vries | Traci Fredrikson
Gladyce Nyhof De Stigter De Stigter Siemonsma Kevin Hulstein * Sherm & * Jim & Sally
Marv De Young | Ann Kempers Brad Goldene Wissink | Koldenhoven
Muriel Visser * Darrel & Van Bruggen
Leroy Walburg Rachel Raih
29 30
Josh Hooyer Leah Fedders
LeeAnn Moerman Jonathan
* Lany & Pam Van Siemonsma
Veldhuizen Sara

Van De Brake
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First Christian Reformed Church, Sioux Center, IA

Financial Statement Supplement

September 30, 2009

Mission Fund

Building Fund

General Fund Undesignated
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$139,300.00

Principal Balance on the CCC Loan:

First Church Fellowship

URCSA Rejects Latest
Attempt by DRC to Rec
ognize the Belhar Con-

fession
posted by Richard van Houten
on 09/03/09

South Africa - The Uniting Re-
formed Church in Southern
Africa (URCSA) has rejected
the latest formulation crafted
by the leadership of the Dutch
Reformed Church (DRC) on
the Belhar Confession. At re-
cent gathering of DRC's Gen-
eral Synod Moderamen, which
includes synodical officers and
the officers of the regional syn-
ods, they declared that the
content of the Belhar Confes-
sion will be taken along with
the three Forms of Unity
(classic Reformed Confes-
sions), as the "directing princi-
ples" of the DRC.

So far, the DRC congregations
and synods have been reluc-
tant to adopt the Belhar Con-
fession outright. In this latest
statement, they said the Belhar
was a gift to them.

In an article its church maga-
zine, URCSA News, the
URCSA leadership said they
were not impressed. They
were disappointed that the
Moderamen did not recom-
mend direct adoption, an op-
tion that was presented to
them by one of their own re-
gional synods from the West-
ern Cape. They therefore said
they saw nothing new in this
latest declaration from the
DRC. They repeated their view
that their main difference with
the DRC was that the Belhar
Confession was a full confes-
sion for them, while for the
DRC it appears to be a guide-
line. (Die Kerkbode)
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Opportunities to respond |iResponseofGod'sPeople:
November 1: CRWRC World Hunger
November 8 Katelyn's Fund AM General Fund: $31,488.00
Friendship Ministries PM Mission Fund: $ 2,090.93
November 15 Bethesda Christian Counseling Building Fund: $ 1,205.00
November 22 Dordt College Fund
November 25 Thanksgiving - various causes Special Offerings:
November 29 Mission and Building
Rehoboth $ 74479
Calvin Seminar $ 540.85
- » _ Calvin Seminary $ 349.50
TR i Dt Friendship Community CRC $ 52840
‘ i The Bridge $ 381.25

This month our church will be taking an offering for Friendship | Miscellaneous Receipts:

Ministries. Friendship Minidtriesd mission is 0To shdgre
love with people who have intellectual disabilitie;; and to enable Capital Campajgn . '$ 2,319.00
them to become an active par tK.ofD G'g|>,[do_sA 'ftadm' ly. o$ Eosboow i s
brief description of what Friendship Ministries does. If you INgs Daughters mista ’
would like to learn more about this ministry, please visit their Gleaners Forum- $ 500.00
website, www.friendship.org. The Bridge/CBI/Coffee Break
OFriendshi p Mborprofidrganizatien thats  al Mérral Funeral Home - Mina Klein ~ $ 75.00
exists to help church?s and organizations_; around the world Highher Ground Crafts $ 84.00. .
share Godds | ove with people|who have iI1ntellectual di dabi
The ministry provides individuals with:
9 a model for ministry Christian Hospital and changed its mission from serving
: the needs of tuberculosis patients to serving the needs of
T help gettlng started those struggling with mental illnesses. This change of mis-
I materials you can use to learn about God together sion was due to the successful eradication of tuberculosis
and the vision of two Christian denominations to provide a
Christian hospital for the mentally ill. Both the Christian
Reformed Church and the Reformed Church in America
joined in providing a funding base, a board of directors,
treatment professionals, and a service population to Be-
thesda Christian Hospital.
Bethesda became a large free standing, modern,
Betbhesda Cbristian Counselinc full service, inpatient mental health hospital operating on
i i ) ) _a beautiful and spacious campus in what is now south
This month we will also be taking an offering for Bethesda Chris- penver. Bethesda's patients came from communities scat-
tian Counseling. Below is an excerpt from their website on the tered over the entire western United States from the Mis-
organi zationds history. sissippi River to the west coast United States and Canada.
http://www.bethesdachristiancounseling.org/ . Beginning in the early 1960s Bethesda Christian
Hospital designed a followp care program for discharged
OWhat today is Bethesda Chr i spgatiestsaro@hd thenceuatty.iBattgesddwodldweusinely | nc

gan in 1898 as Bethesda Sanatorium, treating tuberculosis vic- send her doctors on regular trips to locations around the
tims in Maxwell, New Mexico. This was the vision of Rev. Idzerd western United States where there was a concentration of
Van Dellen and his small Christian Reformed Church congrega- discharged patients. These psychiatrists would set up ap-
tion in Maxwell. The Sanatorium in Maxwell was disbanded in ~ pointments with discharged patients for the purpose of
1908. In 1910 the Bethesda Sanatorium began its operations in checkups and medication management.

Denver, Colorado. Bethesda continued to serve the needs of tu- In 1965 Dr. Kroon made monthly visits to Orange
berculosis patients from 1910 to 1950. City, lowa. Soon Bethesda Christian Hospital recognized

In 1950 Bethesda Sanatorium became Bethesda .
continued on page 11
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CRCNA Group Opportunities: GROUP OPPORTUNITY in CANADA: Excellent mission experi-

CRWRC PHILIPPINES: CRWRC has an exciting opportunity irg C&S &€ right here in North America one of them with

the Philippines on the island of Mindanao. Small groups of33 Th_e Inqlan Family Centre in Winnipeg, Manitoba. In partner-
. . ship with a program called Urban Plunge, groups have op-

people are needed to help build homes in response to recent ¢ Dt ¢ f
flooding which resulted in thousands of displaced families. portuni ' €3 _0 ser V e s O.m.e ©

: . o . well as learn about the many issues that impact their lives.
Partnering with local CRCs, and local Filipino communities, c to Winni d Aboriginal broth d
teams will spend time building houses for those families who _ome ° mmpeg an serye our Aboriginal brothers ar_1
have been effected by this disaster. Land has been donated sisters and experience a unique crossultural outreach right

. ) ) L .

for 6,000 families, now all they need is assistance to rebuild :cn thethearF of3a6lagge mve\;[roiolltgn city! tT'"_f commltmﬁnt
their homes and lives. Come and join CRC missionaries and orateamis s-6 days. iveekend opportunities are avail-

the Filipino community as Weablt?'ui Il d Godds kingdom together
Time commitment for a team is @ 14 days. Discovery Tours are structured to expand you spiritually and

PRAYER MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL,(PMI) & CRWM in Harfy," @1 1 enge you to grow in your

CRWM has joined with Prayer Mission International in hosting Tours involve a small group Of_ up to 12 individuals Who.
, o o . .~ spend up to two weeks exploring the work of the Christian
the first Prayer Mission Team. This trip will actively engage in i . .
) . Reformed Churcg outside of Né)rth America. FPr further. infor-
the ministry of prayer, seekln,%to _rl_n? odos b sSing
- . o mation and/or application Torms, please contact the Ser-
power to missionaries, pastors, churches and communities of =~ :
o . . . . viceLink office.
Haiti. This prayer journey will also include prayer walks through
churches and surrounding neighborhoods. If you love to pray CRCNA Individual Opportunities
and seek God on behalf of others and their needs, join Pastor
Jon DeBruyn as he leads this first Prayer Missions Team to
Haiti. Time commitment for a team is November 118, 2009.

Future trips include Honduras in Spring of 2010.

Office of Social JusticBPrayer Writer: The office of Social
Justice (OSJ) is looking for a few good volunteers. Each week
they send out 35 prayer requests addressing the most
pressing issues around the world. These prayer requests get
CRWRC HONDURAS: Does your church have some mature forwarded to pastors for Sunday congregational prayers as
committed Christians who are skilled volunteers looking for a well as to individuals who are actively involved with praying
community outreach in the rustic tropics? CRWRC has a need for world concerns. If you enjoy writing and follow world

for a team of up to 10 individuals to assist with a variety of news and events, perhaps this could be your place to serve.
projects that include a health center, roofing, and potable wa- There is a rotating roster, so time commitment is flexible.

ter system in El Coyolar, Tilapa, Honduras. Not only will your Contact Kate at kkooyman@crcna.org or the ServiceLink
team be involved with physical work but they will have the ex- office in the country you reside for more information.

citing opportunity for a unique crossultural experience as

they stay with host families. Come alongside the community of
El Coyolar and build relationships and form new partnerships
as we advance the Kingdom of God in Honduras. Time com-
mitment for a team is #14 days (year round except Sept/Oct).

Visiting LecturefiMbale, Uganda: Are you a teacher who
would like the challenge of teaching a course in the Old Tes-
tament, Missiology or Pastoral Ministries in an another
country? Join CRWM for-2 weeks and partner with Pente-
costal Theological College as a visiting lecturer in the beauti-
GROUP OPPORTUNITY in the UNITED STATES: Has the curi@rtentral African nation of Uganda. While there, you will
economy hit your mission trip budget? Instead of cutting out  learn and experience the nature of the global church and its
next summer s mission trip, mssion. may want to | ook at some
great volunteer opportunities closer to home. Beacon Light
CRC in Gary, IN is looking for a team or two to come and help
them with repairs to their church building due to recent flood-
ing. Light carpentry, painting and light construction is needed.
There will also be opportunity for doing a community VBS, as-
sisting in a food pantry and meal outreach in this culturally
diverse community that is faced with much poverty. Time com-
mitment for a team is 12 weeks.

Philippines Tour of Discovery October fifNovember 1,

2009: Celebrate 40 years of ministry with staff from the

Christian World Relief Committee. Learn from the experi-

ences of partner staff and community members of the work

that God has done and is doing in the Philippines in areas of
poverty, justice and kingdom building. This tour will provide

you with a personal perspective on the development work

taking place in the Philippines. You will see the impact this

For all opportunities, contact ServiceLink: Canada 8680 - ministry has within the commur
3490 USA 800730-2390 volunteer@crcna.org faces of people youdll meet ar
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the tour. You will also be part of the special Anniversary
Cel ebrations, recogni zing
years.

Israel and Palestine Discovery Tour: Various Dates in
2010: In cooperation with the Reformed Church of
America (RCA), the Christian Reformed World Relief
Committee is providing an opportunity to experience
Israel and Palestine. Contact the ServiceLink office for
more information regarding this opportunity and for de-
tails about dates and costs.

HIV/AIDS Discovery Tour in Kenya and Uganda: March/
April 2010 Follow the work of the CRWRC with respect
to their HIV/AIDS programs. Visit communities alongside
individuals providing care for those who are affected by
HIV/AIDS. Take time to talk with and hear stories from
those who are struggling with this disease. See how
CRWRC is making a
and their communities.

Care of Creation Kenya Discovery Tour March 2010:
Care of Creation is a partnering program of CRWRC that
is dedicating its work to seeing communities develop
environmentally friendly methods of living. Come learn
what this looks like for communities with very different
resources than our own.

Nigeria Program Volunteer: Are you looking for some
handson experience in international Christian commu-
nity development? CRWRC is looking for a person to
assist the Program Consultant and work alongside na-
tional partners in the heart of Nigeria. You will be in-
volved in evaluating and monitoring programs, develop-
ing proposals, grants and budgets, just to name a few.
Come and spend a year or two in West Africa and truly
experience and learn about community development in
a whole new way.

Business and/or Agricultural Developer in Guinea:
CRWAM is looking for a volunteer to train, enable and
empower Guineans in creating and running a foed
processing and marketing business and/or small dairy
and vegetable farm. Take this unique opportunity to use
your gifts and talents in business, accounting, produc-
tion process, marketing and agriculture to help our
brothers and sisters in Africa to thrive and be success-
fulfiall for the glory of God! Time commitment 6 weeks
to 6 months.

More CRC opportunities are posted on
www.crcservicelink.org
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Deaconos

the need to provide ongoing outpatient psychotherapy and
family therapy to discharged patients and their family mem-
bers. Thus began the concept and establishment of outpa-
tient clinics around the country all bearing the "Bethesda"
name.

Bethesda Christian Hospital of Denver established six such
clinics throughout the western United States and Canada.
These clinics were located in Orange City, lowa; Pasadena,
California; Bellingham, Washington; Vancouver, British Co-
lumbia; Mount Vernon, Washington; and Denver, Colorado.
The clinic in Orange City, lowa opened its doors in 1975 and
was named Bethesda Christian Counseling Midwest. In
1986 Bethesda Christian Counseling Midwest moved its
main office from Orange City, lowa to Sioux Falls, South Da-
kota. Orange City remained a branch office of Bethesda Mid-
west. All of these clinics, including Bethesda Christian Coun-

di ff er enc eselinggMidwast kad thgy evsn gdvigory doands andedisectors;

but were financed, operated, and governed under the direc-
tion of Bethesda Christian Hospital of Denver.

In 1993 Bethesda Christian Hospital in Denver was
forced to terminate its services and close its doors due to
the widening gap between the costs of running a free stand-
ing mental health hospital and the low rate of fee reimburse-
ment from health insurance companies. However, prior to
Bethesda Christian Hospital closing down, the director of
Bethesda Christian Counseling Midwest had the foresight to
recommend to the advisory board that Bethesda Midwest
purchase Bethesda's name and establish itself as an inde-
pendent nonyprofit corporation. Thus, in 1992 Bethesda
Christian Counseling Midwest became Bethesda Christian
Counseling Midwest, Inc. and continued to offer opftient
mental health and family counseling as an independent out
patient non-profit, faith-based facility. Today Bethesda Chris-
tian Counseling Midwest is the only remaining vestige of
Bethesda Christian Hospital that bears her name and car-
ries on her ministry of mercy in Christ's name.

Bethesda Christian Counseling Midwest, Inc. is now
a full service outpatient counseling center governed by its
own board of directors, an executive director and a medical
director. She continues to serve churches and communities
with a distinctly Christian vision to communicate God's grace
to the mentally ill and traumatized through skillful clinical
practices. She boasts a staff of four clerical/managerial per-
sons and fifteen clinical/professional staff persons. Be-
thesda has expanded from offering services in two locations
to eight locations in three states. Though Bethesda contin-
ues to receive financial donations from local churches of
both the Christian Reformed and the Reformed Church in
America, she is not governed or officially linked to any
church. Bethesda receives no financial assistance from any
government source. Our income is dependent solely upon
insurance reimbursements, client pay, and donations from
individuals and churches. ¢

Please prayerfully consider giving to these worthy causes.
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IMMIGRATION REFORM

Oct. 12. 2009 6 The Board of Trustees for the Chris-
tian Reformed Church recently endorsed a resolution
from the National Association of Evangelicals calling
for legislative reform of the U.S. immigration system.
The BOT approved the resolution at its meeting in
Grand Rapids, MI., at the end of September.

According to a report from the BOT meeting, the
resolution from the NAE says that immigration policy
"should be considerate of immigrants who are al-
ready here and who may arrive in the future" and
"should promote national security and the general
welfare in appropriate ways." It urges churches to
treat i mmigrants fAwith r

The CRC is a member of the National Association of
Evangelicals, whose directors on Friday formally
agreed to throw their support behind the issue of re-
forming the US immigration system.

The NAE resolution recommends that immigration
reform respect several fundamental principles, in-
cluding:

Immigrants should be treated with respect and
mercy.

National borders must be safeguarded with effi-
ciency and respect for human dignity.

Immigration laws should recognize the central
importance of the family and provide for re-
duction in backlogs for family reunification.

There should be a clear and workable system for
legally admitting an adequate number of im-
migrants to meet both workforce and family
reunification needs.

There must be a sound, equitable process for
currently undocumented immigrants who
wish to assume the responsibilities and privi-
leges of citizenship to earn legal status.

There should be fair labor and civil laws for all
who reside in the United States, reflecting
the best of our nat.

Immigration enforcement must recognize due
process of law, the sanctity of the human
person and the incomparable value of family.

The NAE further calls on its members, elected offi-
cials and all Americans to participate in the immigra-
tion reform debate in a spirit of civility and respect,
both for immigrants and for those with whom we may
disagree on policy prescriptions.

FRIENDS IN FAITH

Plans have been made for the upcoming year of Friends in
Faith. This is a group of singles and adults that get together
once a month for a fun evening of food and fellowship. Our
schedule for the upcoming year is as follows:

November 13: Harvest Mixer at church (no kids)
December 11: Christmas Caroling with the kids

January 8: Wii event with soup and cinnamon rolls at church
(no kids)
February 12: A red themed meal at church (no kids)
K)/Iect and mercy.
arch 13: Bowling at Dordt (no kIdS)
April 9: Swimming and pizza with the kids

June: Canoe trip, date to be determined

Fall Clean Up
October 24, 2009

bs heritage.

MISSIONARY LETTERS
A prayer letter has arrived from Dan and Jeananne Kuiper.

A letter has also arrived from Marcia Bleeker.




