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Friends in Faith Hamburger Fry 

A good crowd of Dordt College stu-

dents enjoyed a meal on the front 

lawn of the church hosted by 

Friends in Faith on April 19.   

Thanks to everyone who helped 

with the food, and to all the Dordt 

students who came out. 

 

Friends in Faith 
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Graduation 2009 
 Sioux Center Christian School 

Shannon Vander Berg 

is the daughter of Brian 

and Kim Vander Berg.  

She will be attending 

Unity Christian High 

School in the fall. 

Rachel Bos is the 

daughter of Jim and 

Glenda Bos.  She will 

be attending Unity 

Christian High School in 

the fall. 

Adrienne Wesselius is 

the daughter of John 

and Janna Wesselius.  

She will be attending 

Unity Christian High 

School in the fall. 

Mackenzie Geels is the 

daughter of Mark and 

Sherri Geels.  She will 

be attending Unity 

Christian High School in 

the fall. 

 

 Unity Christian High School 

Jori Brons is the 

daughter of Nelvin 

and Jan Brons.  She 

will be attending the 

University of Iowa 

and majoring in Music 

Therapy. 

Kody Roos is the 

son of Derick and 

Arnola Roos.  He will 

be attending Dordt 

College in the fall.  

His major is unde-

cided. 

Kyle Roos is the son 

of Derick and Arnola 

Roos.  He will be at-

tending Dordt College 

in the fall.  His major 

is undecided. 

Drew De Vries is the 

son of Tom and 

Myrna De Vries.  He 

will be attending 

Dordt College in the 

fall and majoring in 

Agriculture. 

Charile Van Veld-

huizen is the son of 

Larry and Pam Van 

Veldhuizen.  He will 

be attending NCC 

and majoring in Die-

sel Mechanics. 
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College 

Phillip Van Maanen, son of 

Korrie and Sarita Van 

Maanen will be graduating 

from Dordt College  with a 

degree in Secondary Edu-

cation: History.  His future 

plans are undecided at this 

point. 

Kelsey Davelaar, 

daughter of Brian and 

Sheila Davelaar will be 

graduating from Dordt 

College.  She plans to 

get married on May 29 to 

Jonathan Schmidt.  They 

are currently looking for 

jobs. 

Tyler and Melissa 

Knobloch are graduating 

from college.  Tyler, son of 

Karla Ludwig and Lew 

Knobloch, is graduating 

from Northwestern College 

with a BA in elementary 

education.   

Melissa, daughter of Kevin 

and Deb Hulstein, is 

graduating from Dordt Col-

lege with a BA in K-12 

Education, Physical Edu-

cation and HPER: Recrea-

tion.   

They plan to move from 

the Koldenhoven's apart-

ment into their new house 

in Sioux Center just before 

graduation.  Mel plans to 

continue to teach at 

Robin's School of Dance 

and to coach Unity's Drill 

Team.   Ty will be teaching 

7th and 8th grace science 

and 7th grade Bible at 

Sioux Center Christian 

School and is an assistant 

football coach at North-

western College. 

Ryan  and Allison Moerman 

are both graduating from Dordt 

College.  Ryan, son of Curt and 

LeeAnn Moerman, is graduating 

with a BA in Political Studies and 

plans to attend Iowa State for his 

Masters.  Allison is the daughter 

of Bob and Judy Hagey.  She is 

graduating with a BA in Commu-

nications and is looking for work. 

Andrew Raih, son of Dar-

rel and Rachel Raih is 

graduating from Dordt Col-

lege.  He is looking for a 

job working with com-

puters - an IT position for a 

company. 

Heather Hooyer, daugh-

ter of Gregg and Brenda 

Hooyer, is graduating 

from Dordt College.  She 

is planning to attending 

Creighton University in 

Omaha, Nebraska, 

where she will be in the 

Physical Therapy Gradu-

ate Program. 

Tim Naiman, son of 

Mike and Jan Nai-

man, will be grauat-

ing from Northwest-

ern College with a 

degree in Chemistry.  

He is planning to 

attend Pharmacy 

School in the fall. 



Nevada De Laap will graduate from Calvin Seminary in 

May.  Nevada's hometown is Sheridan, Wyoming.  Brett 

and Darcy, his parents are ranchers and raise long horn 

cattle.   

Nevada found out about Dordt College  on the internet 

while looking to find a college that taught Greek.   Even-

tually he ended up marrying his Greek professor's daugh-

ter, Karin Kobes.  He worked at Dordt for two year as 

Placement Coordinator while Karin finished her degree. 

Karin is presently working in the business department at 

the CRC's denominational headquarters in Grand Rap-

ids.  Karin and Nevada are attending the Blythefield CRC 

where John Witvliet is pastor.  Nevada also completed an 

internship under Pastor Witvliet last summer. 

This summer Navada and Karin will be moving to Fort 

Worth, Texas where Nevada begins a doctoral program 

at Brite Divinity School, a part of Texas Christian Univer-

sity.  He will focus on Old Testament Studies. 

 

 

Kris Isakson (pictured with his wife Becky) has gradu-

ated from the Palmer College of Chiropractic.  He is the 

son of Jerry and Shirley Isakson, and will be working in 

Sioux Falls, SD as a Doctor of Chiropractic.   
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He has showed you, O man, what is good.   

And what does the LORD require of you?  

 To act justly and to love mercy  

and to walk humbly with your God.      

Micah 6:8 

 

 

Did you know that GEMS (Girls Everywhere Meeting the Savior) is 50 years old?  Yes, our past year (2008-2009) 
marked the 50th anniversary of Calvinettes  (now GEMS Girlsô Clubs). It all began with a woman from Wyoming, Michi-
gan (Barb Vredevoogd) who wrote a curriculum for a girlôs program in her church.  It was a success and moved quickly 
to other churches. 

The anniversary theme this year was òWalk the Micah Road.ò  Micah 6:8 has been used as our main theme and aim for 
many years in Calvinettes/GEMS. This celebration year has focused on what it means to act justly (set things right), to 
love mercy (show compassion and love to others) and to walk humbly with our God (get rid of our pride and depend on 
God to lead the way).  We also worked on a 50th Anniversary Badge, Flashback! at our 50ôs Christmas party in celebra-
tion of 50 years.  We learned that some things in GEMS are the same as in 1958; girls still build relationships, study the 
Bible and have fun. But there are some changes in the GEMS program also; our badge 
books are different, clubs have access to club information via the internet 

Congratulations to all of our 

graduates! 

Continued on Page 5 



Fellowship Article, April 2009 

 The recent past has been pretty exciting in the ministry of Dea Lieu in Ivory Coast. Since we canceled church the Sunday we 

were going to present information about the conference, I'm going to list some activities for your information in this article. 

  

First, let me inform you that a Dordt student felt the call of God to go work with Dea in Ivory Coast next summer for two 

months. His name is Neal Vellema. He'll be doing an Agriculture/Missions internship with Dea. He'll be leaving early June and 

returning early August. It will be so exciting to hear from Neal when he returns. Please pray for his safety and health, but above 

all that he be effective in communicating Christ's love. 

  

Then, our church sponsored a conference on Ministry to Africa on April 4. Over 30 people attended. The speakers were Lou 

Haveman of Partners Worldwide and Renita Reed who lived and worked in Liberia for three years. Both were inspiring. We 

learned to think differently about ministry than we were accustomed to over the years: in addition to sending money to mis-

sionaries, we were challenged to partner with people like Dea, people who provide the Truth of the Gospel along with re-

sources to rise above poverty, openings for jobs, and sustainable methods to revise their agricultural methods. We came away 

from the conference confident that our connections to the ACLCP hold great promise for the future.  Using the language of the 

business sector, working with Dea promises good returns on our investment. 

  

Third, we reported in the past about Rich Haan's trip to Ivory Coast, and now we can report that Cal Cleveringa went to Africa, 

joined Lou Haveman in Liberia, attended a conference there on how to run an organization like the ACLCP where they met Dea 

and Charlotte. Then they traveled back to Ivory Coast with Dea/Charlotte and stayed there several days. They saw the pro-

posed site of a feed mill Dea wants to establish in Danane. They met with the ACLCP Board and examined the accounting proc-

ess that the ACLCP uses. They found that Dea and his board are doing all things correctly, which filled Lou with confidence. 

Pray that Partners Worldwide now sees fit to assign matching funding to loans which we are already sending to Africa, leverag-

ing our money and making more available to the ACLCP. 

  

Fourth, we applied for grants from the Sea To Sea fundraising bike ride across America. We were endorsed by Cheryl Taylor, 

Barb Mellema, and Lou Haveman himself, all of whom were on the trip. If the grants are approved, Dea will be able to re-start 

several of the projects that were providing the ACLCP with income before the war. Once these projects are profitable again, 

there will be ever less need to raise funds for that type of thing from this end. Pray that on April 28 the Sea To Sea board will 

approve our grant application. 

  

Finally, we can be thankful for what Lou Havman confirmed and that we already knew:  DEA IS a very effective missionary to 

his own people.  He has natural charisma and speaks and testifies to everyone about his Lord and Savior. So you can see that 

much is happening. It seems the momentum grows continually. We are privileged to be a part of this ministry. It's humbling to 

see how much inertia is gathering now days, and the challenge is great to keep providing the support needed in these next 

couple years. We are pushing back poverty in one small spot in a huge continent, but it's working. People are getting jobs, food 

is coming to tables, and hope is growing in the hearts of those who come under the conviction of the Holy Spirit through lead-

ers like Dea. Thank you for your continued support of this important work. 
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(www.gemsgc.org ), and the number of clubs has increased to over 815, including the location of some in other parts of 
the world like Zambia, Africa. 
Right now we are having a penny drive for some of these new clubs in Zambia.  So if you still have some loose change 
in your pocket or around at home, please bring it to our jars in the church office. 

On June 27 our area GEMS clubs will be sponsoring a special walk-a-thon in Rock Valley called ñWalk the Micah Road 
Experience. ñ It will be an event for all ages at the public walking trail to raise money for our local GEMS clubs, as well as 
the GEMS in Zambia, Africa.  You may give pledges of money to our GEMS club as they walk to further Godôs work 
around the world! 

We would like to thank all those from our church who have served as GEMS counsel-
ors over the years.  Your service is deeply appreciated as you have touched the lives 
of our girls with the love of Christ. 

Above all, we are thankful to God for his faithfulness in leading this ministry to help 
girls learn more about Jesus and the world in which they live.                                                                            

http://www.gemsgc.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday Saturday 

26 

8:30 am Choir 

9:30 am Worship 

10:45 am Church 

Education 

6:00 pm Worship  

7:00 pm Choir party 

27 

Council 

Kings Daughters 

28 

Mom's in Touch 

Ruth Circle 

29 

YPS - Connextions 

9th Grade Catechism 

Golden Hour 

Gleaners Forum 

GEMS Parent/

Daughter Night 

30 

Beth Moore 

Bible Study 

1 MAY 2 

10 am Bridal 

Shower 

3 

9:30 am Worship 

10:45 am Church 

Education 

6:00 pm Worship  - 

GEMS Service 

combined with Be-

4 

 

 

POP CAN DROP 

OFF WEEK 

5 6 

YPS - End of year 

party 

7 8 9 

10 

9:30 am Worship 

6:00 pm Worship  

Communion PM 

7:00 pm PA meet-

ing 

11 

Elders/Deacons 

Kings Daughters 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 

9:30 am Worship 

6:00 pm Worship  

18 19 

Outreach 

20 21 

Ascension Day 

Service at Be-

thel 

22 

SCCS   

Graduation at 

First CRC 

23 

24  

9:30 am Worship 

6:00 pm Worship  

25 

Memorial Day 

Council 

26 27 28 29 30 

31 Pentecost 

9:30 am Worship 

6:00 pm Worship  

1 JUNE 2 3 4 5 6 

May 2009 Events Calendar 
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May 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

 

4 

Dennis Visser 

 

5 

* Jerace & Clarice      

Vande Griend 

6 

Joanne 

Soodsma 

7 

Joel Schiebout 

 

8 9 

*Doug & Ruth 

Allen 

*Ken  & Kathy 

Klein 

10 11 

 

12 

Helen Bos 

 

13 

Ruth Allen 

14 

Lisa Vander 

Plaats 

15 

Brendan 

Miedema 

* Dean & Darlene    

Reichert 

16 

Marsha Meyer 

17 

Phyllis Wood 

Karen Timmer 

18   

Yazzie Bierma 

Morgan      

Feenstra 

Sam Keyzer 

(ms) 

19 

Jessica De Stigter 

 

20  

Vistorian Lieu 

(ms) 

Tricia Sybesma 

Eric            

Vande Griend 

Theresa Visser 

21 

Kim           

Vande Griend 

* Allen & Bev 

Hooyer 

*Garret & Betty                       

Visser 

22 

 

23 

Ross      

Vande Griend 

Carl Zylstra 

24 

________________ 

31 

 * Jim & Joan             

Horstman 

 

25 

*Ted & Rachel                  

Hengeveld 

 

26 

Andrew Sybesma 

 

27 28 

Scott Visser 

29  

Edwin Buiter 

Karen Vander Berg 

* Mike & Heidi 

Ochsner 

* Bruce & Val      

Van Schepen 

30  

Lynn Bleeker 

Sandy Draayer 

* Dan & 

Jeananne                        

Kuiper 
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KIDS 

PAGE 

Cat Word Search Puzzle 
S P O U N C X O B R E T T I L 

I S N G I S P O W E R N E D B 

Y S I C A T S T H I U G H S T 

H N E H M J U M P H I G H U S 

M E O W C C L E O S A R T E B 

S T O S I R T R I O N E G T M 

H T A T T N A D N E P E D N I 

W I L D S I F Y T O U H A D L 

H K A C E P A T Y S S W A L C 

I T H P M I U G E H M U S C L 

S E S Y O O U R A C H O U L D 

K J U M D U P G R O O M I N G 

E N I L E F N F S S W R O M T 

R H E G R O U C N D L T O T H 

S E T O P S O F E H O U S E S 

ARCH  JUMP HIGH 

CLAWS  KITTENS 

CLIMB  LITTERBOX 

DOMESTIC  MEOW 

FELINE  PET 

GROOMING  POINTY EARS 

HISS  POUNCE 

HOWL  PURRS 

HUNT  WHISKERS 

INDEPENDANT  WILD 
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Greetings in the Name of our Risen Lord! 

Maitidevi is a wife of a night-guard, who 

guards a small financial and insurance 

company across Higher Ground café. She 

sought work at the café, finding her faith-

ful, the manager of the cafe hired her for 

cleaning jobs at the Café  about seven 

Months ago while we were in the U.S for 

furlough.  A quiet, unassuming lady, 

much to our surprise was suffering from 

deadly demon possession for last two 

years.  None of us at the café had any 

clue about it since there did not seem to 

be any symptoms of it until last month 

She had some incidents while working in 

the café inside the kitchen. We do not 

assume to know the course and interest 

of the demons, however the café runs on 

Christian principles and several of the 

staffs are Christians. She had minor inci-

dents of possessions such as shaking, 

trembling, fainting, body out of control 

and thrown into convulsion and speaking 

in different voice. The Christian staff 

prayed over her and she was delivered 

for that night. 

Later, we found out that her family had 

spent much money and time taking her 

around to several hospitals and witch-

crafts to heal her.  According to her hus-

band, the devil would go for a couple of 

months and come back and attack her 

severely.  When they found that the 

prayers helped and according to sugges-

tions of Bimala, she came to church for 

the first time.  In first three times she 

came to the church she had cases of 

acting out of control during church ser-

vice; when the leaders of Cross-Way laid 

their hands and the whole church prayed 

over her she overcame the episodes.  

Arbin explained to the church what had 

happened and after the service to the 

lady as well.   He explained what the 

ware-fare was, what she could expect to 

feel and face in days ahead. Things like: 

the spirit within you that tortures are not 

good, they are evil, but God who is the 

Holy Spirit will clean and heal you. But 

you must give yourself fully to Him, not 

half heartedly. You must let go of all 

the articles and elements of the evil 

spirits that the witchdoctors have en-

trusted her to keep on her body or in 

her house, so you let God rule fully.  

The worse came while Arbin was gone 

for Dhakka and Indonesia, the episode 

in the church led the ladies to take her 

to a church office and begin praying for 

her. The incidents continued for four 

hours inside the church office and 

later inside the church.  The matter 

became worse when her husband 

came with a relative.  The husband 

said that he has been researching on 

her wifeõs case for two months and 

wanted to know specifically which devil 

was attacking her. AS her husband 

said that, the evil spirit became so ac-

tive to the point that it seemed like the 

whole building was going to fall apart, 

and the devil would not want to leave 

her, he was commanded time and over 

by the prayer warriors.    She struggled 

with all sorts of hysteric acting outs, 

the voices from her mouth spoke in all 

vulgar tones; it even spoke in English 

( Maitidevi  is illiterate), other ethnic 

languages, sang Christian songs, and 

laughed hysterically, jumped continu-

ously,  attempted to prophecy, etc.  

After 4 hours of prayers the spirits left 

her completely and it promised that it 

will not come back to her.  We spent 3 

days praying and fasting and on 

Wednesday's prayer meeting we de-

voted much time after the service to 

attend to her. She was cool and com-

plied. She gave her life to the Lord be-

fore the counsel of leaders and ladies 

who care for her.  She has been regu-

larly coming to Church. The situation is 

more complicated because her hus-

band is a lama, who practices witch-

doctor, is defiant to let her be active in 

church.  Please pray for Maitidevi, her 

husband and children.  May the Spirit 

of our Lord cover them in these diffi-

cult times.  

Some other highlights from the minis-

tries:  

Eight new believer were baptized on 

Easter Saturday at Cross-Way. Several 

of them were from Naagdhunga 

church.   

In March, Arbin was sent by the semi-

nary (EPTS) to attend World Reformed 

Fellowship WRF in Indonesia in March 

for a week to learn and share about 

Reformed education across the globe 

and especially in Asia, and meet some 

key leaders of WRF. I 

Following the WRF seminary was the 

CRWM-south Asia retreat in Nepal.  We 

thank for the contribution and planning 

of CRWM team for such a wonderful 

family retreat and allowing us and the 

Fishers to be a part of it. We were 

blessed to spend quality time with our 

friends relaxing, sharing, reflecting and 

renewing our minds and spirits.  WE 

were also blessed by longer visit with 

Troy, Faith and Yazzie Bierma as they 

stayed for couple of days longer to en-

courage us, pray with us and observe 

ministries in Nepal.  

Higher Ground Ministries: 

In the midst of power cuts for 18 

hours, water shortage and economic 

depressions, Higher Ground Bakery 

has suffered slightly whereas café is 

surviving on its own and crafts is doing 

rather well even to cover some ex-

penses for bakery. Whatever the cir-

cumstances are, Our Lord continues to 

protect Higher Ground and also pro-

vide its needs.  Working with people is 

never easy and working with wounded, 

abused and marginalized women bring 

more challenges on daily basis for Bi-

mala.  Two months back, there were 

some conflict among the ladies in 

Continued on pages 10 
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Higher Ground Crafts and Bimala had 

an opportunity to teach them about 

love, forgiveness and reconciliation.  

After group counseling, prayers and 

healing process, the ladies have recon-

ciled with one another and have been 

working in a renewed environment yet 

challenges are new every day.    

Pray also for us: 

Youth of Cross-Way are organizing an 

outreach program on the occasion 

of Nepali New Year on April 18. 

Wendy Fisher, who has been teaching 

at the seminary  is going back to 

the U.S.  Pray for their safe travel . 

Asian Theological Association (ATA) 

accreditation team is coming to 

evaluate our seminary on May 4-6. 

We covet your prayers as this re-

quires lots of energy and hard 

works, as well as a large budget.   

Crossway church has been meeting in 

a temporary hall and can hold up 

to 130 and is exhausted most Sat-

urdays. With much prayers and 

waiting, the church has found a 

piece of land to rent 5 minutes 

away from current location which 

would cost about $200 per month, 

where we hope to build a tempo-

rary hall for worship, small kitchen 

and Sunday school room of esti-

mated cost of $9,000 (on 3-5 year 

contract basis) so we can worship 

more freely and accommodate 

more people.  Pray for the final 

agreement with the land lord.  The 

land prices are outrageous still 

that we do not dare to buy, but do 

dare to pray that suitable place 

would come available in the fu-

ture. 

Bimala is in need of some help in man-

aging Higher Ground Ministries/

café/bakery and crafts. Please 

pray for the wisdom while search-

ing for the right people to manage. 

Rejoicing with you, Arbin, Bimala, 

Alyssa and Nuel 



 

Deaconôs Digest 
Response of God's People:   

 

General Fund:     $14,031.50 

Mission Fund:     $  1,979.75 

Building Fund:     $  1,242.00 

 

Special Offerings: 

 

Calvin Seminary   $     488.25 

Cornerstone Prison Church  $     824.20 

 

Miscellaneous Receipts: 

 

Travel Advantage Deposit Refund $   1,200.00 

Misc.     $          1.24 

Opportunities to respond to Godôs blessings: 

May 3  GEMS 
May 10  Lao Ministry  
May 17 CRWRC- AIDS 
May 24 Back to God Ministries International 
May 31 Mission and Building 
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Lao Unity is a Laotian language outreach ministry to immigrant Laotian Ameri-

cans in the Sioux City/South Sioux City, NE area. It also reaches out to the 

English speaking children of the church and the community through Sunday 

church school education and summer Vacation Bible School. 

Several Faith CRC members make regular trips to their services and help with 

VBS. Pastor Keo Phommarath personally helps many in need, including help 

with immigration forms, transportation to doctors and hospitals, court appear-

ances, and during time in prison. At times, Pastor Phommarath has helped 

financially with Christian funeral services and burials, due to loss of accep-

tance with Buddhist relatives. Pastor Phommarath embraces these events as 

opportunities to share the love and compassion of Christ. He often shares his 

home with people who have recently moved into the area. The church also 

has a food pantry. The benevolence needs at the church are great. On May 

10 our church will be taking an offering for the Lao Ministry in Sioux City, 

Iowa.   

(the flag of Laos) 
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Our sincere thanks to all who remembered us after the 

passing away of Gus.  The food, visits, cards and kind 

words of encouragement was so appreciated.  Thank 

you. 

Kel and Barb Eekhoff and family 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, hugs, food and 

expressions of sympathy while we mourn the loss of 

our dad and grandpa, Marcus Kreykes.  We are so 

thankful for his long life of faithful service and love for 

the Lord.  One day we will see him again in heaven.   

Rachel and Darrel Raih 

Many thanks to all who remembered us with cards and 

greetings for our birthdays again.  The Lord has been 

good, giving us all these years together.  We praise the 

Lord for His abundant blessings to us. 

Leonard and Ella De Stigter 

Pinewood Derby  

 

Happy 

Birthday 

Pastor 

Mark! 

YPS  

In April we had three Connextions nights April 1 

was a parent panel with Tim Klein- this event 

was very well received and fun to gather the par-

ents along with the kids. On Easter morning we 

attended the sunrise service and had a great 

breakfast together. On April 15- Pastor Mark led 

us on a bible trivia night and April 22 was the 

Amazing race and our friends from Bridge also 

joined us. Fun time for all of us even the cab driv-

ers.!!  

Cadets: 

1st Jonathan Fictorie 

2nd DeAndre Geels 

3rd Sam Fessler 

Showmanship Jonathan Fictorie Jonathan Fictorie's Car 

Gems: 

1st Abbey Bos 

2nd Hannah Koele 

3rd Shaniah Geels 

Best of Show  Sarah Bos GEMS Cars 

Open Class: 

1st Dave Roghair 

2nd Emma Koele 

 

Dave Roghair's Car 

Alumni Race Winner:  

1st Dave Roghair (2005) 

2nd Joel Kleinwolterink (2002) 

Oldest Car Brad De Kryuf 1989 

 

Denny's Choice Award:  Zach Brouwer 


