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First Church Fellowship 

F I R S T  C H R I S T I A N  R E F O R M E D  C H U R C H  

V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  6               J U N E  2 0 0 9   

Theresa Labina Roubous 

was born to Matt and Winnie 

(Moss) Roubos on May 20, 

1918 near Sioux Center and 

Lord willing we hope to cele-

brate her 91st birthday this 

year.  She was raised and 

educated in the Middleburg-

Sioux Center area along with 

her only sister Aletta.  After 

meeting on a Saturday eve-

ning riding the so-called 

Sioux Center loop already at that time, Mom married William Visser in a double 

ceremony with her sister Aletta who married William Willemstyn.  There were 

married at their Middleburg home.  Their first home was near Maurice, Iowa, but 

soon they settled down at a farm five miles east of Sioux Center where they lived 

for nearly forty years.  To this union God gave the blessing of 4 children:  Judy 

(Mrs. Stan Yates) of Sioux Center, Marlyn (and his wife Esther) of Orange City, 

Wanda (Mrs. William Vande Kopple) of Grand Rapids, Michigan and Kathy (Mrs. 

Ken Klein) also of Sioux Center.  Theresa was always an avid outdoor person.  

She enjoyed helping William with all the milking, raising a garden, flowers and 

providing many, many meals to those who helped with all of the farming day to 

day operations.  William and Theresa retired to Sioux Center in December of 

1984, and lived there until William passed away in March of 2000.  Theresa was 

a resident of Franken Manor for a number of years before moving to the nursing 

home in the summer of 2005. 

Today she just loves to spend time visiting with and fixing puzzles with her 

Royale Meadows friends.  Her health has been fairly good and she usually has a 

smile on her face.  She is very content and often comments that "even though 

getting old isn't a lot of fun, God has blessed her richly and she is very happy 

where she is." 

Theresa currently has 20 grandchildren, 15 great grandchildren, 5 step grand-

children, 11 step-great grandchildren and 2 step-great-great grandchildren. 

Written by Kathy Klein 

Senior Focus 
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Emma Vanden Berg was the 

fifth child born to Theodore and 

Pearl (Ikema) Vander Spoel. 

She was born in Hull, IA and 

attended the Hull Christian 

Grammar School and Hull West-

ern Christian Academy. She 

continued her education at Iowa 

State and Westmar College 

working toward teaching creden-

tials. She taught all the grades in 

a country school in Alvord, Iowa 

and she was the principal of the 

Doon Christian School. 

 

On June 5, 1946, she married 

Jack Vanden Berg and for a few years they farmed near 

Boyden. After their son, Douglas Dean was born the family 

moved away from the farm and Jack began his career as 

an English teacher. During this time Emma worked at sev-

eral libraries in Iowa and Michigan. When they returned to 

Sioux Center, Emma worked for many years in the Dordt 

College library. 

 

She was a member of the First Christian Reformed Church 

of Sioux Center where she was the president of the Golden 

Hour Circle for several years. She also attended the Glean-

ersô Forum Society. 

 

She is survived by her son, Douglas of Sioux Center; sister 

Cecelia De Stigther of Escondido, CA; brother and sister-in-

law, Arnold and Jackie Vander Spoel of Ft. Meyers Beach, 

FL; sister-in-law, Henrietta Brouwer of Hull, IA and numer-

ous nieces and nephews. 

 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Jack Vanden 

Berg; as well as her parents; one brother, Henry Vander 

Spoel; sister, Magdalene Vander Spoel; sisters and broth-

ers-in-law, Coba and Art Vanden Brink, Gertrude and Al 

Vanôt Hul; brother-in-law, Gilbert De Stigter; nephew, Allen 

Jay Brouwer and a niece Mary Lou Buys. 

 

Emma was a devoted Christian wife and mother who lov-

ingly cared for her husband and her son in times of illness. 

She is mourned by a host of family and friends.  

Emma Vanden Berg 

2/27/1921 - Saturday, 

April 25, 2009  

Edward H. Rozeboom 

was born December 6, 

1917, in Hull, Iowa to 

Gerrit and Mary 

(Noteboom) Rozeboom. 

He was raised in Hull and 

Sioux Center where he 

attended country school.  

He married Berniece 

Mouw on December 29, 

1938, at Sioux Center. 

They were married for 63 

years and were blessed 

with five daughters. Ed 

and Berniece farmed in 

the Sioux Center area 

their entire married life. He had a passion for the care of 

the land and work done well.  

He was a member of the First Christian Reformed 

Church of Sioux Center where he served as an usher, 

elder and cadet leader. He was the director of the coun-

try school and later served on the Christian School and 

Rural Water boards.  

Ed and Berniece spent many years volunteering at 

Rehoboth, NM Indian School, Wycliffe Bible Translators 

and Cary, MS. Some of his best memories are times 

spent helping his children and grandchildren and camp-

ing with them as well as picnicking with neighbors. 

Ed is survived by five daughters: Sandy (Gary) Draayer 

of Sioux Center, Mary (Andy) Ploegstra of New London, 

MN, Beth Rozeboom of Minneapolis, MN, LeAnne Dib-

bet of Sioux Center and Geri (Doug) Van Holland of 

Sioux City, special family friend, Sheryle Kleweno, 

Roseville, MN, 13 grandchildren and 24 great grandchil-

dren, as well as several brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law 

and many nephews and nieces.  

He was preceded in death by his wife, Berniece; his par-

ents; three brothers: William, Garrett and John Roze-

boom; son-in-law, Stan Dibbet; three great grandchil-

dren: Calvin, Andrew and Leah as well as several sisters

-in-law and brothers-in-law. 

Ed Rozeboom 

12/6/1917 -  Friday, 

May 15, 2009  
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New Members 

David and Cresta Zwart with sons Benjamin (5 1/2) and Nathanial (1 1/2) 

have joined First CRC.  Welcome!  Their membership comes to us from Grace 

Christian Reformed in Kalamazoo, MI.    

Cresta and Davidõs families both moved to Sioux Center in 1990; Cresta from 

Redfield, S.D. and David from Hawarden.  David graduated from Unity and Cre-

sta from Sioux Center High School.  After graduating from Dordt, they moved to 

Visalia, CA where David taught middle school social studies at Central Valley 

Christian School for three years and Cresta worked at a hospital as a lab tech-

nologist.  Benjamin was born in 2003 in Visalia.  David also completed his 

M.A. in history from Fresno State in 2004.  They then moved to Kalamazoo, MI 

where David pursued his Ph.D. in history at Western Michigan University while Cresta worked again as a lab technologist.  Na-

thanial was born in 2007 while in Kalamazoo.  They moved back to Sioux Center when David accepted a position in the history 

department at Dordt.  Cresta currently stays home with the boys.  They chose First because of the warm welcome they re-

ceived. 

David and Crest Zwart,  226 4th Ave SE, Sioux Center, IA   Phone:  722-3186   Email:  cdzwart@mtcnet.net  

Weddings 

Congratulations to Lane Kooi and Lula Pearce 

who were married during the morning worship 

service on May 10! 

 

 

Congratulations to 

Kelsey Davelaar 

and Jonathan 

Schmidt who were 

married on May 29! 

Bridal Shower 

Many women from our congregation enjoyed a morning bridal shower for 

Kelsey Davelaar and Kim Klein.   

2009 Graduate 

Paula Haan received her Associate of Science in 

Nursing (A.S.N.) degree at St. Lukeõs College on 

Friday, May 15.  She is the daughter of Fred and 

Cheryl Haan.  This summer she will be taking her 

NCLEX exam (State Boards) with the hope of be-

coming a Registered Nurse.  She will continue 

working as a CNA at Royal Meadows and plans to 

finish up at Dordt with her B.S.N. next May. 

mailto:cdzwart@mtcnet.net
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HOMOSEXUALITY 

 

The Social Justice Committee of our 

church supports Christian organiza-

tions that deal with social justice in 

such areas of concern as poverty, 

abuse, prisoners, abortion, human 

trafficking, and stewardship of the en-

vironment. On a number of these is-

sues the CRC has taken positions, 

summarized in a booklet entitled 

"Doctrinal and Ethical Positions," pre-

pared by Dr. David H. Engelhard, for-

mer general secretary of the CRCNA.   

 

Because of the debate and various 

judicial decisions concerning marriage 

in today's society, we wish to present 

where the CRCNA stands on homo-

sexuality: 

 

Homosexuality is a condition of disor-

dered sexuality, which reflects the bro-

kenness of our sinful world. Persons of 

same-sex attraction should not be de-

nied community acceptance solely 

because of their sexual orientation and 

should be wholeheartedly received by 

the church and given loving support 

and encouragement. Christian homo-

sexuals, like all Christians, are called 

to discipleship, to holy obedience, and 

to the use of their gifts in the cause of 

the kingdom. Opportunities to serve 

within the offices and the life of the 

congregation should be afforded to 

them as they are to heterosexual Chris-

tians. 

 

Homosexualism (i.e., explicit homosex-

ual practice), however, must be con-

demned as incompatible with obedi-

ence to the will of God as revealed in 

Scripture. 

 

The church affirms that it must exer-

cise the same compassion for homo-

sexuals in their sins as it exercises for 

all other sinners. The church should 

do everything in its power to help per-

sons with homosexual orientation and 

give them support toward healing and 

wholeness. 

THOUGHTS ON SAME-SEX òMARRIAGEó 

Social Justice Committee 

It came as no surprise, yet we were all caught off guard, when the Iowa Supreme 

Court unanimously decided that justice was served by legalizing same-sex 

òmarriages.ó  

So, what do we as Reformed Christians do in the face of this situation? On the one 

hand we are tempted to protest at marriage licensing bureaus, while on the other 

we may quietly look the other way. What are we thinking, what words come to mind, 

in the face of a legal system that seems to have usurped one of our basic institu-

tions?  

Letõs begin with basics. Most of us have heard these words, even if we havenõt 

thought about them deeply: 

 

In marriage, as instituted by God, a man and a woman covenant to 

live together in a lifelong, exclusive partnership of love and fidelity.  

 

These words have their roots in Biblical history that go back to the Reformation, and 

originate with the very words of God in Genesis. We would do well to reread the mar-

riage form occasionally and the biblical texts that shape Christian weddings. 

And letõs be honest. Secular courts are not the first to break covenant with Godõs 

Word and the institution of marriage. Moses granted a òbill of divorceó for a stiff-

necked people. And why is it that Sioux County has two agencies to deal with 

abused spouses, or that the incidents of child abuse in Northwest Iowa are no dif-

ferent from other regions of the state? No, Christians canõt be self-righteous about 

faithfulness in marriage and family life. 

The issues surrounding same-sex marriage are complex. We live in a secular society 

that has institutionalized tolerance. Witness our National Day of Prayer, which is so 

tolerant of all religions that it has become meaningless. We still use a few civil reli-

gious symbols borrowed from Christianity (òin God we trustó), but we are a plural-

istic, secular society. Our Federal Constitution and Bill of Rights show as much def-

erence to Christian belief as to a òbig tentó democracy that includes Christians, 

Jews, Mormons, atheists, and a whole range of sects in between.  

We should not be surprised, therefore, by the decision of the Iowa Supreme Court. 

The judges acted consistently with our nationõs history and a secular worldview. 

Same-sex marriage couldnõt be stopped, and canõt be now. The judges saw justice 

in what they did, especially in view of benefits that come to male/female couples. 

Until recently, married couples have been included where homosexuals were ex-

cluded. The Supreme Court put a stop to these inequalities. 

We can take comfort in only one thing: the Word of God. Even though the word 

òmarriageó has been redefined for some, what has not been taken away from Chris-

tian men and women is their God-given, exclusive right to a Christian marriage. Re-

formed Christians can bear witness to being beneficiaries of the oldest, deepest 

institution of CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE that goes back to creation. The only thing the 

court redefined was a word, not THE WORD, which òabides forever.ó 

So how should we then pray and live?  

 

Dear Lord, remind us daily of our covenant obligations to parents, spouses, and 

children you have entrusted to us. Forgive our self-righteousness, and lead us to a 

deeper appreciation of the blessings of family. Teach us how to love the homosex-

ual and make us a compassionate and testifying people, not the first to cast stones. 

In Jesus Name, Amen! 
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YPS 

We want to thank Tim and Mel for all their work with our young peo-

ple. Thanks for all your help the last few years. We won't forget you!  

AMAZING RACE 

Our May event was our end of the year 

party at Lisa's house. We grilled burgers 

and then played some games. Our next 

event is our retreat at Camp Foster on 

June 12-14  

Thank you to our seniors- 

we will miss you.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday Saturday 

31 Pentecost 

9:30 am Worship 

6:00 pm Worship  

1 JUNE 

 

POP CAN DROP 

OFF WEEK 

2 3 4 5 6 

7 

9:30 am Worship 

6:00 pm Worship  

8 

Elder/Deacon 

King's Daughters 

9 

 

SCCS Society 

Meeting 

10 

11 am Joy Society 

Tea 

11 12 

Friends in Faith   

13 

CRC Synod 

June 13-20 

14 

9:30 am Worship 

     Communion  

6:00 pm Worship  

7:00 pm PA Meeting 

15 16 

Outreach 

17 18 19 20 

 

Kim Klein and 

Tim Naiman's 

Wedding 

21 Father's Day 

9:30 am Worship 

6:00 pm Worship  

 

Fellowship Deadline 

22 

 

King's Daughters 

23 24 25 26 27 

GEMS Walk 

the Micah 

Road Experi-

ence at Rock 

Valley 1-4 pm 

28 

10 am Outdoor Wor-

ship Service at Cen-

tral Park with lunch 

to follow 

6:00 pm Worship  

29 

Council 

30 1  JULY 2 3 4 

5 

9:30 am Worship 

6:00 pm Worship  

6 

POP CAN DROP 

OFF WEEK 

7 8 9 10 

 

11 

June 2009 Events Calendar 
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June 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

Ruth Klein 

Greg Van Soelen 

 

2 3 Drew De Vries 

Florence Hooyer 

Gabrielle Miedema 

Jim Mouw 

Nathan Reichert 

Matthew Schaap (ms) 

Vernon Sybesma 

*Gary & Sandy  

Draayer 

*  Mike & Lisa 

Kuechenmeister 

4                     

Thea Mouw 

Phyllis Netz 

* Larry & Ann 

      Vanderaa 

(ms) 

5 

Ellen Klompien 

 

6    

Mark Bandstra 

Marlene Bleeker 

Dee De Stigter 

Jeremy De Jong 

Sherm Wissink 

*Lloyd & Dianne                        

Bierma 

*Steve & Tara 

Dekkers 

7 

Freda Mouw 

8 

* Mark & Carol                     

Bandstra 

*Dave & Phyllis 

Netz 

*Dan & Tessa 

Mouw 

9 

Bill Vander Werf 

* Rob & Gwen 

Hyronemus 

*Duane & Rose 

Koele 

10 

Alice Bylsma 

Dione Visser 

*Ross & Andrea 

Vande Griend 

11 

Teddy Allen 

* Marc & Lisa    

Holland (ms) 

* Matt & Kelli    

Van Roekel 

12   Eileen Buiter 

* Troy & Faith Bierma 

* Lou & Kathy Kuiper 

* Fred & Evelyn  Lamfers 

* Carl & Ellen  Klompien                         

* Warren & Diane  Marra 

* Cornie & Dolores 

   Rylaarsdam 

13 

Aaron De Waard 

* Corlin & 

Rachael Feikema 

14 

Ana Timmer 

Tracy Eekhoff 

15 

* Curt & LeeAnn 

Moerman 

16  

Joyce Maas 

17 

Carol Bandstra 

Danielle Raih 

* Kel & Barb Eekhoff 

18 Paul Baker 

Alan Kempers 

*Kevin & Deb    

Hulstein 

 

19 Sarah Bos 

Melissa Hulstein 

Glen Van Bruggen 

Katie Fictorie 

Kim Vander Berg 

*Marc & Sheri Geels 

*Tim & Melissa Klein 

*David & Cresta Zwart 

20 

Brady & Tina 

Kroeze 

Adam & Brittany 

De Ruyter 

21 22  

Harold De Groot 

Sharon De Kruyf 

* Jason & Kerri 

Maas 

23 

Caleb De Vries 

Eric Eekhoff 

Val Van Schepen 

24 

Alyce De Groot 

* Kris & Becky Isakson 

* JJ & Dana Koele 

25 

Ron De Stigter 

Todd Kleinwolterink 

 

26  

Chad De Vries 

Shannon Vander Berg 

Gloria Zylstra 

* Alan & Brenda Kempers 

*Brad & Lisa Miedema 

27 Pam Klein 

* Jim & Glenda Bos 

*Rich & Linda Haan 

* Will & Joyce Maas 

* Leen & Soyen   

van Beek 

28 

* Jerry & Shirley                       

Isakson 

* Ben & Darla                  

Siemonsma 

29 

Ken Klein 

* Leonard & Ella     

De Stigter 

* Cliff & Joanne  

Soodsma 

30 

Elizabeth (Bock)  

Van Bruggen 

Evelyn Lamfers 

Ashton Muilenburg 

* Denny & Carla                     

Nibbelink 
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Photos of the younger Sunday School 

classes enjoying a treat during singing 

time. 



 

Deaconôs Digest 
Response of God's People:   

 

General Fund:     $26,535.55 

Mission Fund:     $  2,412.36 

Building Fund:     $  1,516.00 

 

Special Offerings: 

 

Family Crisis Center   $     587.00 

Alpha Center - Sioux City  $     336.29 

Dordt - Spring Debt Reduction  $     507.38 

Mid Sioux    $     565.42 

Sioux City Gospel Mission  $     555.40 

 

Miscellaneous Receipts: 

 

Capital Campaign   $   4,738.00 

Church Rent - Klompein   $        40.00 

Dordt - Pastor's Honorarium  $      702.50 

African Ministries Conference  $      360.00 

Memorial Funeral Home - Vander Berg $      140.00 

Misc.     $       434.00 

Opportunities to respond to Godôs blessings: 

June 7  Bethany Christian Services  
June 14  Cary Christian Center  
June 21 Luke Society 
June 28 Mission and Building 
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On June 14, in the evening service our 

church will be taking an offering for the 

Cary Christian Center in Cary, Missis-

sippi. Below is a brief description from 

their website of their mission, vision and 

history about Cary Christian Center.  For 

more information please refer to their website: http://

www.carychristiancenter.org/   

 

 Cary Christian Centerõs Mission:  òWe believe that God has 

called us to work with Him to break the cycle of poverty in the 

lives of those we serve.  Poverty is a destructive lifestyle that 

sets limits and boundaries on an individual that prevents that 

individual from reaching their full potential.ó 

 

Cary Christian Centerõs Vision:  òTo begin breaking these cycles 

of poverty, we must build serious and significant relationships 

that are based on biblical principles.  We build relationships with 

individuals through the various ministries by becoming involved 

in their lifestyles which ultimately lead them to making healthy 

choices. The Mission Statement of Cary Christian Center is to 

actively proclaim and demonstrate the Gospel of Jesus Christian 

in order to enable individuals to reach their full potential in 

Christ.ó 

 

Cary Christian Centerõs History: òThe story of CCC began in 1971 

with Dr. Peter Boelens, a pediatrician with a heart for missions 

and burden for serving the poor.  He had become aware of the 

significant needs in the southern Mississippi Delta and was led 

to open a practice in the poorest area of the United States-

serving Sharkey and Issaquena counties and areas of the sur-

rounding counties.  He knew that the infant mortality rate was 

the highest in the nation.  He felt drawn to began his work in 

rural Cary, Mississippi on Highway 61.  

 

Cary is located 37 miles from Vicksburg, and eight miles south of 

Sharkey County seat at Rolling Fork.  The original clinic, in a mo-

bile home on Highway 61, was destroyed in a tornado after the 

first year.  A small school building and grounds-abandoned dur-

ing integration-was available.  It was also tornado damaged but 

was remodeled by volunteers into a very adequate facility.  

 

Over the years, ministries were added-each based on real needs 

in the community.  The first of these programs were related to 

medical needs.  Eventually, they addressed the needs of the 

whole person and family.  What had started as a clinic, eventu-

ally became Cary Christian Center, a multi-faceted ministry with 

services directed to the needs of the Mississippi Delta.ó 

 

Please prayerfully consider giving to this worthy cause.  

http://www.carychristiancenter.org/
http://www.carychristiancenter.org/
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YOU CAN BE A MISSIONARY TOO!  

F O R Y G O D S S I A O L O V 

E D T H R E W O U T C R L D T 

H N A T H T E G S I I A V E H 

I S A O N E S A E A R N D O N 

L Y S I O N T I J H F S H A T 

D Y K S T R A W N B A M H O E 

V E R B E S L I A I H I E V E 

S I N H I M I N S O M L H A L 

L N O T P E G R F R I S S H B 

U T H A V L E L H E T U E R R 

N A L L A I A F E C J M O A H 

N V E D F N L E A D E R S L Y 

D O E V D S R E H C A E T L R 

A S T S O B M C J X N P K I T 

H W O R D L N K S U U M E M P 

AFRICA 

BANGLADESH 

BOS 

CHRISTIAN 

DYKSTRA 

HAITI 

HOFLANDS 

JESUS 

LEADERS 

LOVE 

MILLAR 

MINISTRY 

MUSLIMS 

TEACHERS 

WORD 

__ __ __     __ __ __     __ __    __ __ __ __ __     __ __ __ 

__ __ __ __ __     __ __ __ __      __ __      __ __ __ __     __ __ __  

__ __ __       __ __ __       __ __ __ __       __ __ __ ,    __ __ __ __  

__ __ __ __ __ __ __       __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __       __ __ 

__ __ __       __ __ __ __ __      __ __ __     __ __ __  __ __ __  

__ __ __       __ __ __ __       __ __ __ __ __ __ __       __ __ __ __. 

__ __ __ __   3:16 

Use the words from the Word Bank in the Word Search.  The letters that are not used spell out an important verse about 

how much God loveS people from all over the world.  (Taken from a CRWM Children's bulletin for Pentecost Sunday). 



Missionary Updates 

¶ Arbin and Bimala Pok-

harel sent an update on 

their work in Nepal.  

Please continue to pray 

for their work. 

¶ Troy and Faith Bierma 

continue with their work in 

Bangladesh.  After a year 

of language classes they 

have made a lot of pro-

gress, but are still not 

fluent in the language.  

Despite that Troy 

preached his first sermon 

in Bangla during a chapel 

recently.  In the coming 

year they hope to be more 

involved with the Christian 

College of Theology Bang-

ladesh and it's ministry.  

They are planning to  

move to that part of town 

(about an hour from 

where they live now).  

They are proud to report 

that they have met their 

minimum financial goal 

for the year.  God pro-

vides!  See the bulletin 

board for lots more inter-

esting details about their 

plans and activities. 

¶ Larry and Ann Vanderaa 

continue their work in 

Mali.  They recently had 

their first baptism!  Pray 

for many Mali believers 

that worship in secret.  

Some women want to 

believe but their hus-

bands are strict Muslim 

teachers.  If their hus-

bands found out about 

their faith they would be 

thrown out of the family, 

lose all their children and 

be outcasts.   
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Dear Friends and Family, 

Itôs starting to feel a lot like Africa over here in Iowa. The heat spiked to 90 something. 

We had a fun day and filled it to the brim enjoying a park, a friendôs deck, and Amiraôs 

final soccer game. What a wonderful day!   We are trying to pack as much into a day 

as we can...time feels like it's slipping by! We fly out of Nigeria on July 27...but with all 

the trips and presentations yet to actualize, we know our time left stateside is going to 

fly by. 

  

Here are the highlights in which we can thank God:  

¶ Weôve had a delightful boost in our financial support and are nearing our goal by 

the end of June.  

¶ We had lunch with the ladies of the Bible League. Megan and I gave a presenta-

tion on the great hope for Africa as Christ continues to work through us. The lunch 

was filled with good food, great fellowship with 140 women, and Mike.   

¶ We gave a chapel on living out Christ-like character at Megan's alma mater, 

Sanborn Christian Grade School. We also informed the youngsters and their 

teachers on life in Nigeria. The supportive teachers even sported some fine Nige-

rian dresses.  

¶ Mike preached his last sermon and we gave our last presentation in Northwest 

Iowa, for this season anyway. We enjoyed Sibley CRCôs potluck and fellowship.   

¶ Stella is growing super well and showing off her big bright eyes.  Amira is about to 

finish up first grade.  Nico is still convinced he owns every horse in NW Iowa.  

 Upcoming events on the horizon for prayer: 

¶ Amira is VERY nervous for her tonsillectomy on Friday morning. She just wants to 

keep those tonsils of hers!  Megan is a bit nervous to be home alone with all the 

kids while Mike heads to Sully, IA on Saturday to update one of our supporting 

churches on our work in Nigeria.  We are praying Amira's recovery is relatively 

smooth!   

¶ In one more week, we are all off to central Iowa again, Wellsburg and Pella, for 

preaching and presentations at churches and school.   

¶ Family preparations for Nigeria for the next 2 1/2 years continue with estimating 

our childrenôs shoe size for 2.5 years, literature/education materials for our family 

and Daniel Center, and filling out passport applications.  (Planning, shopping, and 

preparing 2 1/2 years in advance takes a little getting used to!)   

¶ We packed up momôs office at Dordt and continue to work with dad in sorting 

through her treasures at the house.  Some days are filled with much laughter as 

memories and the feeling of mom is so very real.  Other days and moments are 

filled with great sadness as her loss is more real than the memories.  It takes a lot 

of physical and emotional energy to do these tasks.  

 We appreciate your continued care and love for us and Christôs activity in Nigeria.  

Peace. 

Mike and Megan Ribbens  Daniel Center: CRWM 



Thank You 
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Thank you to all that remembered our anniversary, by calling 

us and sending us cards.  It's nice to be remembered. 

Bernie and May Walburg 

Thank you for all of the expressions of sympathy we received 

after the death of my dad, Mark Vander Ploeg, from Pella.  We 

truly felt the love and care from the members of First CRC, and 

were totally astounded that so many people remembered us in 

various ways!  We praise God for providing such a caring com-

munity around us.  Thank you!  

Mark and Emily Sybesma 

Many thanks to all who remembered us with cards and greet-

ings for our birthdays again.  The Lord has been good, giving 

us all these years together.  We praise the Lord for His abun-

dant blessings to us. 

Leonard and Ella De Stigter 

Tim and I want to thank everyone for the gifts, gift cards and 

well wishes.  We also want to thank you for the support you 

have given Tim as a new member.  We ask for you continued 

prayers as we begin our new life together. 

Tim Naiman and Kimberly Klein 

Thank you so much for all the expressions of appreciation and 

congratulations given to with regard to my retirement from 

teaching and The Friendship Bible class. Also a sincere thanks 

to the council and the education committee for the very nice 

plaque.  I am very grateful to the Lord for the opportunity I had 

to teach so many of his covenant children for so many years, 

and the joy I received from leading the Friendship Bible class. 

The Lord has truly blessed me with a wonderful, caring, and 

appreciative church family.  Your sister in Christ   

Katie Lynn Haan 

Thank you for the words of encouragement, gifts, and cards, 

and for taking the time to put together such a wonderful 

shower. It is a blessing to be a part of this church family. 

Thank you! 

 Jon and Kelsey (Davelaar) Schmidt 

Dordt College thanks the congregation for its recent offering of 

$507.38 for the Spring Debt Reduction Drive.  YouR support is 

deeply appreciated. 

Dordt College 

Thank you to all who visited while Fred was hospitalized re-

cently, and for your prayers, cards, meals, or showing Christ's 

love in other ways.  A special thank you to Marlene 

Bleeker for keeping in touch with our needs.  We praise God 

for this church family!  The ankle is healing well, though re-

covery is complicated due to the Pompe's Disease.  We covet 

your continued prayers for the future. 

Fred & Cheryl Haan 

Our deepest thanks for all the prayers, cards, visits and ex-

pressions of sympathy while we mourn the loss of our Dad 

and Grandpa, Henry Van Maanen.  We are so thankful for his 

life and God's wonderful assurance that he is...right now... 

alive in his Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Dale, Amy, Ross & Kryn Vander Berg                                      

Phil & Liz Van Maanen 

We want to thank the congregation for all the good wishes 

and cards for our wedding.  We also thank the church for the 

cake and all the workers that served it.  Thank you to the our 

care group for the fruit basket, visit and offer of friendship.   

Lane and Lula Kooi 

WALK THE MICAH ROAD EXPERIENCE 

 

To celebrate 50 years of God's faithfulness to GEMS 

Girls' Clubs, a walk-a-thon will take place on Saturday, 

June 27, from 1 - 4 p.m. at the Rock Valley Public Walk-

ing Trail.  (Just watch for the signs on Hwy. 18) This walk 

is for everyone--the entire family.  It will help raise our 

awareness of poverty around the world and give opportu-

nity for us to learn more about acting justly, loving mercy 

and walking humbly with our God in three learning sta-

tions along the route. All funds raised will help to build 

the Esther School for orphan children in Zambia, Africa 

and support our local GEMS Clubs.  So come along and 

Walk the Micah Road!!  


