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On Wednesday morning, June 10, the
JOY Society was honored to host a
Tea Party for our Senior ladies. The
tables in the fellowship hall were set
with linen tablecloths & napkins, fine
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YPS china, lovely teapots, and beautiful flo-
ral bouquets. A number of ladies came
Sea to Sea with a favorite tea cup _and wearing a
special hat. Many cherished memories
: ' were shared while enjoying flavored
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tea, finger sandwiches, a fruit

cup, scones & sweet breads, and fancy

desserts. Some JOY members also
shared memories about the china set-

" tings being used on each table.

- "Thank-you!" to those who came to our

Tea Party-- being together gave all

of us the gift of JOY-filled fellowship!
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New Member

Name: Tracy Eekhoff
Previous Church Home: First CRC of Orange
City

| was born in Inwood, IA to Pastor Tim and Deb
Ouwinga, then moved to Racine, W1 as a little
girl. During my sophomore year of high school
my family moved to Orange City, IA. After get-
ting married to Eric Eekhoff this past October, we
relocated to Sioux Center and recently moved
into our new home. | am a graduate of Unity
Christian High School and Dordt College. | have
been working as the office coordinator of Beth-
any Christian Services since 2005. | enjoy play-
ing kickball, softball, riding bike, playing with my
nieces and nephews, and reading. We have
chosen First CRC for the solid preaching of
God's Word, the meaningful worship services we
have each week, and the fellowship with other
members of the congregation. We appreciate
the warm welcome we have received at First
CRC and look forward to being Youth Group
Leaders this coming year.

First Church Fellowship

Wedding

Congratulations to Tim and Kimberly
(Klein) Naiman who were married on ||
June 20!

New Grandchild

Nathan and Heather (Kroeze) Miller of Marshall, MN were
blessed with their first child on May 23. Their son, Karson
Allan, weighed 5 Ib. 10 oz and was 19 in. long. Grandparents
are Wes and Denise Kroeze and great grandmother is Henri-
etta Den Besten.

Serve at the Banquet

Fellowship and Member Care Committee is planning on serving
an evening meal at the Banquet in Sioux Falls, SD on August
13, 2009. Sign up sheets will be at the welcome center. We
will need 8 people to help prepare the food in the afternoon and
about 48 people to serve the meal.

Church Education
Opportunities to Serve

Would you be interested in teaching a Sunday School or Cate-
chism class?

We are starting the process of finding teachers for our 3rd, 6th,
7th and 8th grade classes.

If you are interested or have questions about teaching, please
contact Rachael Feikema (722-3152) or Amy Vander Berg (722
-0580) or email churched@firstcrc.com
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Y P S We went on a retreat to Camp Foster
June 12-14, the topic that we learned
about over the weekend was prayer.
We also got to do part of the ropes
course, climbing wall, archery, canoeing and swimming.
We learned about teamwork and also how we should be
still at times and be in prayer with God. Upcoming events
for the summer include a movie night and Thunder Road.
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Dear Supporters of the Sea to Sea Bike Tour:

On April 29, 2009, the Christian Reformed Church Foundation Board of Directors met to consider fifty one grant applications for the
$360,000 Sea to Sea poverty alleviation fund. What a wonderful blessing to read the descriptions of all of these projects. Congrega-
tions and organizations in communities all across Canada and the United States are making a difference in the lives of people in need.
But that's not all. Because of Sea to Sea 2008, World Missions, CRWRC, and Partners Worldwide are also expanding their programs
for the poor.

None of this would be possible except for the fact that you and thousands of other financially supported Sea to Sea cyclists.
My wife Linda and | rode the last leg of the trip from Grand Rapids to New Jersey. It was exhausting and exhilarating, an experience we
will never forget. On behalf of the cyclists, and the entire Christian Reformed Church, | want to say Thank You! Your vision for building
Christ's Kingdom and willingness to give sacrificially allows World Missions, CRWRC, Partners Worldwide and dozens of other smaller
organizations to "pour a cup of cold water" in Christ's name.

After all expenses were paid, the Sea to Sea ride provided $1.5 million for ministry. The plan was to distribute about 25% of these
funds to each of the three CRCNA agencies with balance going to the Christian Reformed Church Foundation for distribution to other
organizations. Here is a report on the work that your gifts produced. It is truly an amazing list!

World Mission's Projects

Leadership training in Sierra Leone, Latin America and Cuba

Assisting Christian schools in Nigeria, Dominican Republic, Haiti, and Costa Rica

Funding the Centers for Transformation in Nicaragua (Nehemiah Center) and in Nigeria (Daniel Center)

Supporting youth ministry in the Dominican Republic
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Building the capacity of World Missions ministries in Liberia
CRWRC Projects

Funding community development and literacy programs in Mali
Assisting HIV prevention and women's rights programs in Senegal
Developing agriculture and small businesses in Sierra Leone

Supporting farming, community development, and literacy programs in Ecuador
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Expanding health and income improvement programs in Haiti
Partners Worldwide Projects

Equipping business mentors with tools such as Mission Curriculum and Training material, loan and finance software, education for
trainers on business development tools, strategic planning, and governance modules

Christian Reformed Church Foundation Grants
 Grants to 50 congregations and organizations in the United States and Canada
$360,000 in gifts awarded with a maximum amount of $10,000.

T All programs demonstrate a poverty alleviation mission (Go to www.Seato Sea.com for a short description of each funded pro-
gram.)

So you can see why I'm so grateful for your generous support of Sea to Sea 2008. Thank you for your willingness to support the cy-
clists, and to share the vision for "Ending the Cycle of Poverty" around the world. Over the coming months please pray for all of these
programs

Sincerely,
Rev. Gerard Dykstra

Executive Director
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