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O Come, O Come, Im

A season of Advent and Christmas at First CR

First Sunday of Advent: November 29

Pre-school thru 8th grade Christmas Program:
Evening service on December 13

YPS lessons and carols service:
Evening service on December 20

Christmas Day service will start at 9:30 AM.

Remembering Joe L ami

Nov. 11, 2009 8 Joetique Lamigo, Philippines Country Consultant for the Christian
Reformed World Relief Committee, passed away early Monday morning, November 9,
2009, of a sudden medical condition. He served with the CRWRC for more than 25
years and celebrated his 60th birthday on October 31. He is survived by his wife, Ar-
Iyn, his five children and their spouses, and his 12 grandchildren.

Since 1984, Joe has been part of CRWRCG6s s
sia, Nigeria, the Asia region, and the Philippines and contributed greatly to the growth
of deacons and community development in all these areas.

Meanwhile, Eli Toribio, who works for CRWRC in Zambia, has compiled a series of
sayings and proverbs that he says apply to Joe Lamigo, who was a mentor to him.
Toribio also reflects on Lamigo and some of the time they spent together.

"We've been in Zambia, Africa for more than three years now. In our three years here,
| 6ve |l earned a few African pr obkgaldbtikinrmimdd |
(and in heart)," said Toribio.

1. "When you run alone, you run fast. When you run together, you run far."

| have always been puzzled why kuya Jotik was always continued on page 2
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sold on linkages, networking, collaboration, convergence
when with his experience, leadership, passion, expertise
and influence he could have just steered an organization.
He could have "discipled"” me/us with this mindset and
avoided the politics, countless meetings, heartaches, ru-
mors, etc. but NO - his heart was always for learning and
serving together, for suffering and celebrating together,"
says Toribio.

2."You learn a lot about a man by his behavior when
hungry.”

"Ayay-yay-yay-yay! | was with kuya Jotik on a regular basis
from 1997 to 2006. He was serving as CRWRC Philippines
country consultant and | was serving as CRCP-NDA na-
tional coordinator. We often traveled out of town and even
out of the country and | would say again i Ayay-yay-yay-
yay! Youodl | never go kupawaotik My
first Pala-Pala experience was with kuya Jotik. My first ex-
pensive Manila restaurant experience was with kuya Jotik.
My first taste of how big an American pizza and steak were
was with kuya Jotik. My first American buffet was with kuya
Joti k. So okay,"Yowleanabost a tnéndy
his behavior when hungry." | never got to know him in this
sense because we were never hungry!"

3. "It is better to walk than curse the road."”

"Kuya Jotik always saw the glass half full not half empty
and he would always bring this half full glass to a commu-
nity that is thirsty. There were so many disappointing and
discouraging things that happened in ministry during our
years together yet kuya Jotik was always hopeful and will
alwayssay" Tsi pé hang in there.
come to pass).

"Two or three times | was really very discouraged and was
contemplating quitting and his words wereé " T s i p
ka lang. There's already transformation happening in the
communities. I owi || b e Wheal k
consulted him about our moving on (even before applying
for this Zambia position) his words were "Tsip, you've done
your part and it's now time for you to move on. Huwag kang
mag-al al a, k a mi nang bahal a
care of this) (referring to diaconal ministry of CRCP)."

4. "A strong bull is seen by its scars."

"Journeying and serving with him through Diakonia, Filipina
| have been privileged to know him in a sense through
things being said about him by others and how he re-
sponded to these. He would openly share it with me and
not fight back even though some of the things were hurtful.
He took the punches and just continued to soldier on. Kuya
Jotik would always deal with church and NGO politics, con-
flicts, etc. with a great sense of humor. He joked a lot, even
when we were discussing (and were already involved in)

d i 209(MS@) W t

First Church Fellowship

sensitive issues."

5. "l am because we are; we are because | am. Or Ub-
untu"

Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa explained
"ubuntu”, which has different meanings, including that it is
an ethical concept of African origin emphasizing commu-
nity, sharing and generosity. "In the following explana-
tions | will put kuya Jotik's name in place of the person
being referred to," says Toribio.

"Kuya Joti k whobés with
others, affirming of others, does not feel threatened that
others are able and good, for kuya Jotik has a proper self
-assurance that comes from knowing that he or she be-
lengseima greaten Wwhole andhis diminished when others
are humiliated or diminished, when others are tortured or
oppressedé Kuya Jotik
connectedness. He i s known
osity. When kuya Jotik does well, it spreads out; it is for
p thd wihdle’humanity."

Nelson Mandela also explained ubuntu, but I will put the
Lamigos instead of an African village:

"A traveler through a country would stop at the Lamigos
and he didn't have to ask for food or for water. Once he
stops, the Lamigos give
question therefore is: Are you going to do so in order to
enable the community around you to be able to im-
prove?"

Lilipas ¢
"(Kuya Jotik)
lavished gifts on
the poord A

S tgengrosipy that
goes on, and on,

i ang onMvAnh hoh-
ored life! A
beautiful
lifel" (Psalm
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celebrate you,
kuya Jotik,"
writes Toribio.

0 Eli R. Toribio,
CRWRC Zambia

Eli Toribio (right) and Joe Lamigo (left) in
Bangladesh in 1997,
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Thank you for the lovely wedding shower! It was
wonderful to visit with everyone, the food was
delicious, and the gifts were all very thoughtful
and appreciated as we begin our lives to-
gether! Thank you to those that contributed to-
wards a gift card, we used the money towards a
grilll

Chris and Steph (Davelaar) Dieleman

| would like to thank the members of the congre-
gation who remembered me with cards and visits
for my birthday. It is a blessing to hear from so
many of you.

Henrietta Bierma

We would like to thank all who remembered us
with our wedding anniversary in Oct., as well as
with my (Hazel) birthday recently. Also thank
you for remembering us following the passing of
our brother-in-law, Henry Kleinhesselink. A spe-
cial thank you to Rev Klompien for your visit and
concerns. All was very much appreciated.

Bern and Hazel Nibbelink

| want to thank the crew that cleaned my gutters
and raked up all the leaves on the lawn. | appre-
ciated it very much.

Henrietta Dibbet

BAPTISM

On November 1, 2009 Kira
Ochsner, daughter of Mike
and Heidi Ochsner, and
Avery Feenstra, daughter of
Chad and Cathy Feenstra,
were baptized at First CRC.

Congratulations!

Avery Feenstra

Please take time to remember our
members who live in care facilities
or are shut in during this holiday
season.

The Friendship Bible Class will be giving
a Christmas program at Crown Point on
Thursday, Dec 3 at 7 p.m. Friends and
Family are Welcome. They will be sing-
ing, playing the bells and telling the
Christmas story.
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Arise! Cry Out! Event for
Mom's in Touch

Last month on Saturday, November 14, our church had the
privilege of being one of the host sites for a world-wide,
unprecedented prayer event called Arise! Cry Out! The
prayer event was a celebrati
ness to the ministry of Moms In Touch International and

was a call to Christian women of all ages to arise and cry

out to God for this generation and for generations to come.

Women of all races, ages, single and married and from
many denominations gathered to pray and participate with
a DVD that was recorded from a live Arise! Cry Out! event
that took place in San Diego, California on October 9 and
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from Miles McPherson, a former NFL linebacker for the
San Diego Chargers and a current pastor of Rock Church
in San Diego. He was a powerful speaker and spoke
about the benefits of praying together/corporately versus
just praying by ourselves. He listed three benefits:

Corporate prayer defeats the corporate opposi-
tion:

Qe aré iR a Bafleddr the li0ek of GiPHifdren, f 21 t h
Pastor Mc Pherson cited Ephesians 6 : 101 12

where Paul tells us that our struggle is not

against flesh and blood but against the rulers,

against the authorities, against the powers of this

dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil

in the heavenly realms. There is an organized

evil army continually working against our chil-

on

10. There were a total of 671 sites in all 50 states of the dren, but thanks be to God
USA and nearly 1,000 sites in 92 other countries. All of the tor!!1o
events took place from 9am.i 1p.m.on November 14,. Corporate prayer insures comprehensive prayer.
2009. Due to the time changes, there was a 24 hour period We all have different personalities and therefore
of conhnual prayer that started at tha first Arllse! Cry Out! we all think of different things to pray for. When
event in Auckland, Neyv Zealahd which continued thro_ugh we pray together, we learn so much from each
the Pacific Islands_, Asia, the Middle East, Europe, Afrlca, other and more thm%s are covered togetlher and
the Americas and ended i n Samoa.qoefR@HS ame was I fted
and glorified and children, grandchildren and schools were
prayed for all around the globe! Corporate prayer empowers the person praying.
i When we pray alone, no one prays for us. When
The event in our church was not as large as we hoped we pray together, we are prayed for. This is very
for (about 40 ladies) but those who came participated fully i encouraging and needdad and IS areal support
with the DVD and sensed Godds praﬁdsol%salﬁg i ty. ny
commented that they coul dndt bel eve how fast the 4 hours
of uninterrupted fAface timeo meen, if yoy were lurablegto caneerfa Arise! Cy Putle | a
dies said that they never even looked at their watch the but would like to experience the blessing of praying cor-
entire time! Everyone left touched by the Lord in some way  porately and you have a heart and burden for your chil-
and motivated to make prayer a priority in our lives. dren, grand-children, students, nephews, nieces or the
, , chil dren of the world who dond¢
All Moms In Touch International prayer groups begin for them, please consider coming to one of our area
their time of prayer in praise to God for who he is. Fern Moms In Touch groups. Fern Nichols reminded us that it
I\hchols, founder and president of Morhs In Tquch Interna- is finot about the money but at
tional, also started us ogt on the DVD in praising God and prayer for our childreno. EV e
focused especially on his everlasting, proven and fearless dren and grandchildren will live in the environment of our
love. She read a passage from Revelation throughout past prayers!
which 16 Moms In Touch Country Coordinators (Central
America, South Korea, New Zealand, Tanzania, El Salva- Our church has four different groups that meet here
dor, Western Europe, Nigeria, Panama, Germany, each week during the school year. The SCCS group
Moldova, Sweden, Russia, Guatemala, Switzerland, Ecua- ~ meets on Friday afternoons from 27 3 p.m. in the Council
dor and USA) proclaimed boldly in their own language, Room. If you have any questions, please contact Eileen
fiwWorthy is the Lamb!! 0. | t Budes The Unity Glpigian/Higmogoupprieatsifram1d o f  t

beauty and unity of heaven.

We were next moved into a time of confession followed
by thanksgiving to God for what he has done and for an-
swers to prayer. Psalm 66: 18 wasread, il f | had
i shed sin in my heart, the
reminding us that we need to have our hearts clean and
right before God before we can come before him with our
petitions. We were also given the word picture of taking a
shower with the blood of Jesus washing all over us and
making us clean.

Before our time of intercession, we heard a message

a.m. i noon in room 2 on Tuesdays. A College/Career
group meets from 10 a.m. i 11 a.m. in room 2 on Tues-
days and there is a church based group that meets on

nesday mornlngs from 8 am. i 9 a.m. This particu-
Ia has m ers from a vgulety of ages and rf)ray .
L Br'c IdreW QnU dcRilrén arfi ¥ Sncérhs S ned; o

needs of our church If you have any questions about
these groups, please contact Rachel Raih. All four
groups would love to welcome new members at any time.

If you would like to learn more about the experiences
and testimonies of the women at Arise! Cry Out!, visit
www.MomslInTouch.org. and read the Arise! Cry Out!



http://www.momsintouch.org/
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December 2009 Events Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
29 30 1 DECEMBER |2 3 4 5
8:30 am Choir Councll 10, 11 am Mom's in Friendship Bible |2 pm SCCS GEMS Craft
9:30 am Worship Ruth Circle Touch- Unity, College | Class Mom's in Morning 9 am
6:00 pm Worship Education JOY Society Touch
Comm. 9th Grade Catechism

YPS- Connextions

Gleaners
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8:30 am Choir 10,11 am Mom's in Friendship Bible |2 pm SCCS 9 am Orienta-
9:30 am Worship POP CAN DROP Touch- Unity, College | Class Mom's in tion meeting
10:30 am Program OFF WEEK Cadets Touch
practice 9th Grad Catechism
6:00 pm Worship YPS- Connextions Friends in Faith

Gleaners Caroling
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
8:30 am Choir Elder/ Deacon 10, 11 am Mom's in 2 pm SCCS Cadet's Snow
9:30 am Worship PA Meeting Ruth Circle Touch- Unity, College Mom's in Derby
10:30 am Program Outreach Cadets Touch
practice JOy
6:00 pm Worship - YPS - Christmas
Christmas Program Party
20 21 22 23 24 Christmas 25 26
8:30 am Choir Eve Christmas Day
9:30 am Worship Worship Ser-
6:00 pm Worship - vice including
YPS Candlelight o ) ﬁ Communion
service m 9:30 am
27 28 29 30 31 1 JANUARY 2
8:30 am Choir 2010

9:30 am Worship
6:00 pm Worship

HA
N
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RIS /
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Carol Altena Leanne Gillson Dustin Immanuel Sydney
Eva Alvarez (ms) Horstman Pokharel (ms) Feenstra
N . .
Micah Roos Glen & Anita Tina Van Dyke | Lauren
Van Bruggen Ochsner
Henrietta Olsen
* Doug & Lorie
De Stigter
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Joan Horstman Cole Feenstra Janice Brons Doug De Stigter Kelli Alice Groothuis
David Zwart Anita Lisa Van Roekel Lou Van Dyke
Van B Kuech i .
an Bruggen uechenmeister Gertrude Visser
Parker Lorraine Kruse
Van Roekel
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Abe Bos Carol Koekkoek | Marcia Bleeker | Joyce Campbell | Alla Lora De Vries * Lew & Jean
(ms) (ms) Kraayenbrink Marc Geels Arkema
*Phil & Bonnie * Charles &
De Stigter Grace Klein
* Daryl & Maris
Vander Kooi
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Dave Campbell (ms) | Denny De Kruyf | piana * Brian & Kim Paula Haan Erika Buiter
*Lou & Tina Gonzalez Vander Berg Melissa Klein
Van Dyke idi i
Heidi Ouwinga Tyler Knobloch
* John & Janna
Wesselius
* Brad & Libby
Van Bruggen
27 28 29 30 31
Ryan Moerman * Eldon & Wilma | Arnie Koekkoek | Justin
Harlan Muilenburg Vander Berg * Bill & Jo Van Schepen
Vander Werf

* Don & Carol Altena

* Charles & Marlene

Veenstra
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Legend has it that Martin Luther be-
gan the tradition of decorating trees to

celebrate Christmas. One crisp Christ-

mas Eve, about the year 1500, he
was walking through snow-covered
branches, dusted with snow, shim-
mered in the moonlight. When he got
home, he set up a little fir tree indoors
so he could share this story with his
in 1851 when Catskill farmer Mark
Carr hauled two ox sleds of ever-
greens into New York City and sold

nearly universal.

children. He decorated it with candles,
birth.

woods and was struck by the beauty
of a group of small evergreens. Their
which he lighted in honor of Christ's
The Christmas tree market was born
them all. By 1900, one in five Ameri-
can families had a Christmas tree,
and 20 years later, the custom was
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Opportunities to respond

December 6: D.R. Seminary Project
December 13: Love INC

December 20: Mid-Sioux

December 25: Benevolent

December 27: Mission and Building

An Offering for the Christian Reformed
Ministry Center - Santo Domingo

The new ministry center

for the Christian Re-

formed Church in the

Dominican Republic is

now complete. Mem-

bers of the First CRC

have helped build this

center during the Ser-

vice Project back in

March 2007. One part

of the ministry center is

a library which will serve CRC pastors, Christian School
teachers, and others in the Dominican Republic and they
have requested our help in the building of this library. This
will be very beneficial to our churches and Christian schools
in this country. In order to support their request to us,
EMOC has agreed to match the giving of our congregation
up to $1000 through an offering to be held on December 6.
Please consider giving generously to this worthy cause as
we continue to

partner with

our sister de-

nomination in

the DR in the

proclamation

of the King-

dom!

Photos are of the service group from First CRC working on the min-
istry center in 2007.

 Response of God's People:

General Fund: $ 23,669.50
Mission Fund: $ 3,032.00
Building Fund: $ 1,643.00
Special Offerings:

MOPS $ 304.36
New Roots $ 433.05
CRWRC World Hunger $ 887.80
Miscellaneous Receipts:

Capital Campaign $ 5,304.00
Church Rent - Davelaar $ 270.00
Higher Ground Crafts $ 22.00
Ruth Circle - Coffee and Tea $ 7.50
Shower Gift Cards $ 545.00

Budget Update

As you can see on the Financial Statement supplement
on the previous page, 2009 giving remains below budget
for the General, Building and Mission Funds. If this
shortfall is not made up by the end of December, we will
be unable to pay all of our classical and/or denomina-
tional ministry shares for 2009. Look for another finan-
cial update in your mailboxes after Thanksgiving.

Please prayerfully consider how you can participate fi-
nancially in the ministry of First CRC.

Tithe Balance

You may have heard the term "tithe balance" in relation
to our budget, so what exactly is it? The tithe balance is
simply another way of saying that we need to keep
enough cash in the bank, so that we can pay our bills on
time. It can also be referred to as "cash reserves",
hence the number of days "reserve" shown on the Fi-
nancial Statement supplement on the previous page.
The Financial Statement supplement shows a negative
reserve because it assumes we have paid all our bills,
including ministry shares. However, we have been hold-
ing back Ministry Share payments in order to maintain
enough cash in the bank to pay our other obligations.
We started 2009 with zero cash reserves, or "tithe bal-
ance". ldeally we would start 2010 with 15 days of cash
reserve, or in other words enough cash in the bank to
pay for 15 days of budgeted expenses.



